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Services, January 2026

Services held in church and available via Zoom
Request link from sessionclerk@carlopschurch.org

4 Jan 10am: Colin Herd
Il Jan 10am: Rev Dr Tony Foley
I8 Jan 10am: Peter Worthington
25 Jan |10am: Steven Whalley

| Febl0am: Rev Dr Tony Foley

Join us, in the church, and in other activities
We promise you a warm welcome

www.carlopschurch.org

Carlops is one of the West Tweeddale linkage of churches
www.westtweeddale.org.uk
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Our Minister

Busy is a Decision

So much of our ‘busyness’ is an attempt to make ourselves bigger, taller, easier to see than those

others around us. And yet ironically so much of our ‘busyness’is a convenient way of distracting us
from ourselves. In fact, so much of our ‘busyness’ is our own self-made obstacle to living the life we
have been given. Perhaps that is why we find it so much easier to show up for our obligations than

we do being present with ourselves and those we love and who love us.

At the start of this New Year, we human beings filled with a new-born New Year’s resolve, will as we
do every New Year, promise ourselves that we will better ourselves by eradicating our old unhealthy
habits and cultivating healthy new ones. Unsurprisingly most of our New Year’s resolutions tend to
be about bodily health. Rarely are they about a deeper kind of health, the health of heart and mind
and souls, all of which determine the quality of our physical health. Our most meaningful
contributions to the lives of others flow out of our hearts, minds and yes, our souls.To those that

matter to us and to whom we matter our presence is infinitely more rewarding than our productivity.

This New Year as you set out to make new resolutions for yourself why not take the time to think
about how healthy you want your heart, mind and soul to be in 2026. As you do, consider St Paul’s

advice on how to best care for your heart, mind and soul.
‘Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.

Philippians 4:8

Peace, Tony.



Meteorological Miscellanea

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone.
Snow had fallen snow on snow. Show on snow. Eh? Wait a minute.

In the bleak mid-winter long ago. Ah, yes, long ago.

' By the end of December just past | had a strong case for claiming that

| Christmases now are nothing like they used to be. A temperature of 52.5F
on 9th Dec brought in by Storm Bran was the 4" warmest December day
in 32 years. After snow on 18" Nov there was not a flake throughout
December. In those 32 years only || Christmas Days were “white” of
which 5 were overnight and a 6th late in the evening. On another occasion
snow didn’t lie. So, only in 1999,2000, 2009 and 2015 was there daylight

_~ snowfall with snow lying on the 25th.

My above claim was weakened somewhat on 30th Dec when passing
- through Eddleston | clocked -7C. In the evening of New Year’s Day an
Arctic airstream blew in a flurry of powdery snow. Coincidentally there

was snow on Ist Jan 2025 after a flakeless Christmas.

Aware of the “I12 Days of Christmas” | thought I'd bring you the
¢ “12 wettest days of 2025”.

I 21st]Jul 1.98 inches (with thunder)

I3th Nov 1.55

[4th Jun 1.37

7th Dec 0.85

Ist Jan 0.82 (including snow)

I8th Nov 0.76 (including snow)

3rd Oct 0.73 (c/o Storm Amy, with a Tiree wind speed of 96 mph)
[9th Jul 0.67

Ist Dec 0.62

10 3rd Nov 0.57
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Il 4th Aug 0.56 (c/o Storm Floris, Edinburgh Tattoo cancelled)
2 29th May 0.53
9 months were drier than average.

June, July and Nov were wetter than average.

| thought I'd finish with a few more lines that highlight the seasonality, or
not, of Christmas.

See amid the winter’s snow.

When the snow lay round about, deep and crisp and even. Eh?

Though the frost was cruel.

Through the rude wind’s wild lament and the bitter weather.

In his master’s steps he trod, where the snow lay dinted. Ah.

Happy New Year

Peter Woolverton, Pyethall, 3" January 2026



Our Village Talks

Monthly talks and a chance to chat

(Raising funds for Malawi and Carlops Church, suggested £5 donation per event)

Friday 9 January 2026 — From Wester Ross to Timbuktu — Tom Salter from the Peatbog

Faeries will delight us with a talk and some music. Sheena Livingstone will describe our current links
with Malawi and tell us about the project funded by the Carlops community. Followed by African

cakes and tea and coffee.

Friday 13" February 2026 —Walking Fromm Home to Rome - Geraldine McFaul will share

the highs and lows of her 2023 walk from Glasgow to Rome in aid of Mary’s Meals and Dementia

UK. The kindness she encountered is inspiring.

Friday 13" March 2026 - Juliet Gold —Working in Malawi - Physiotherapist Juliet delivered a

talk last year about her work in the NHS. Since then, her work has taken her back to Malawi for a

spell and we will hear about her experiences there.



Christmas Giving

Scottish Women’s Aid
WOMEN'’S We chose Women'’s Aid East and Midlothian for our
\‘ 'I o id Christmas appeal again.
EAST & MIDLOTHIAN We were able to send £495 to them in December.

Changing Lives = Challenging Attitudes
Working to end domestic abuse

Medical Aid for Palestinians

Our Christmas Eve collection was for MAP, a charity doing

essential work in Palestine. The carol concert raised approx. £400.

il
MEDICAL AID FOR PALESTINIANS
Thanks to Yvette at The Edinburgh Pottery Studio for donating
many beautiful mugs and pots to sell at December church events to benefit MAP. We were able to

make a further £300 from the pottery sales.




Fundraising overview 2025

In February and March, the community responded to the urgent needs of our Malawi partner,
Robert Chibisa, whose income had vanished after President Trump slashed the US International Aid
budget. You raised £1,420 which was gratefully received towards his children’s school fees and

their everyday living costs.

Over this year, we have also sent £2,320 to Malawi, to a project Robert was supervising in his home
village of Makwangwala, Ntcheu District. A new building was erected which will act as a place of
education and health provision. Some money went towards training local teachers.

In June, Juliet Gold talked to us about the Kuyenda Project, also in Malawi, where they help with
orthopaedic patients and we were able to send them £82.50.
Special thanks to the fundraising team, Sheena, Gill, Sophie and Julie, who have worked really hard
organising our Friday evening talks this year, raising money for Malawi and latterly our own Church

funds.

Our chosen charity for Easter was Food Facts Friends, our local foodbank based in Penicuik, and we

were able to send them £170.

During Christian Aid week in May, Carlops contributed £469 to the Linkage total. It was probably

more, as | know some people donated directly via the website.

At the beginning of December, we sent £495 to our local Women’s Aid which allowed them to
purchase gifts for the women and children in their shelters, knowing best what would be

appreciated.
On Christmas Eve, we were thinking about the dreadful ongoing situation in Gaza and raised £706
for Medical Aid for Palestinians. The pottery stall at the December carol and craft event

contributed to the total.

A total for the year of £5,662.50 — an amazing result for a small congregation and community.

Thank you to our generous supporters!

Anna Woolverton (Treasurer)



The Column

International Man of Ministry

Rev Chris Levison on his time at the Scots Kirk, Geneva

In some ways the Scots Kirk in Geneva is very familiar, in other ways it is quite distinct and has a

unique role in the history of Scottish Presbyterianism.

They are an “eco”congegation, and have navigated the same routes as we have.They have a special
relationship with Ekwendeni hospital in Malawi and a project supporting HIV/AIDS prevention and
advice for vulnerable youth and young adults including a youth resource centre. Another project set
up by members of the congregation is called “Nourishing Minds” which has built cookhouses in five
schools feeding over 5,000 children.Youth Centre workers work in the gardens which provide

porridge ingredients, and in building the cookhouses.

Historically, there has been an English-speaking congregation in Geneva since the mid- 16" century.
At a time of much upheaval due to the growing Reformation, Geneva was a place of safety and
refuge for a community of English-speaking members of the Reformation movement. Some were
Huguenots from France and some like John Knox were escaping from persecution in England under
the strict Catholicism of Queen Mary. John Calvin was a leader in Geneva, and it was under the
influence of his teaching that Knox became key member and preacher of the English-speaking
congregation. It was here that the Geneva Bible translation was composed which became a basis for
the Authorized or King James version of the Bible. It was here also that Knox developed the ideas of
Presbyterianism which he brought to Scotland and became the pattern of church government of

which we are the heirs.



The building in which the

congregation worships is the
“Auditoire de Calvin” which simply
means Calvin’s lecture hall. It has
been through many phases and was
refurbished in 1959 into the form it
is today. It has excellent acoustics
and a new organ was installed in

2014 after serious fund raising.

Built by Bernard Aubertin it has, for those interested: a
two manual mechanical action; 19 stops and is designed
and voiced to project sound evenly throughout the
Auditoire. The building is used by the Dutch Reformed,
the Italian Waldensian as well as the Scottish
Presbyterian congregations. Reformed Christians from

around the world consider the Auditoire to be the

birthplace of their particular form of faith.
The Scots Church in Geneva has its own web site if you

wanted to see more e.g. recent events, worship etc.

Link Church of Scotland in Geneva . pa =g SEeR o
_ g,v,ga,g;g"v'uﬁlm:‘:ﬁ——-ﬁ‘

Our Trip

My invitation to go to Geneva for a spell came rather “out of the blue!”. My elder daughter was on
holiday in Switzerland with her fiance.They stayed for a while with his aunt who happens to be one
of two session clerks with the Scots Kirk in Geneva.The congregation is going through vacancy, and
my daughter must have let the cat out of the bag that her dad was a retired Church of Scotland
minister. Being an up to date recently retired HR professional the session clerk sussed out the
Carlops Church web site, checked me out, and thought that maybe | would do for a spell in Geneva.
She sent me an invitation, and as such opportunities do not often happen, | felt obliged and excited

to accept.


https://churchofscotlandgeneva.ch/

We arrived on 22" November, were met at Geneva airport after queuing for an age, being

fingerprinted and photographed at an understaffed passport office. (Thank you, Brexit!).

%» 8 We were asked to be involved in the St Andrews

Day Fair which was a major money raising effort of

the congregation involving a pipe band, stalls of many
kinds and a bar, all at exorbitant prices. In the
evening there was a ceilidh which we also attended.
It was helpful introduction to the congregation, and
we were able to meet a good number.They are an
interesting variety and although many have lived in
Switzerland for many years they tend to have roots
in Scotland, Ireland and England. There are also
Dutch, South African,American and others who have
come to Geneva generally for work reasons. Geneva
is a centre for so many international organisations and bodies that a broad spectrum of nationalities
is inevitable. Fortunately, the common language is English although almost all are bilingual, French
being the main language of the region.

Many of the congregation work with the United Nations which has a major centre here, the Red
Cross, the International Labour Organisation, the World Health Organisation, Medicine sans
Frontieres, and UNICEEF, all have main offices in Geneva. Several international companies have offices
which have brought people from all over.A few came as “au pair”, met a partner and stayed on.
Many of the United Nation’s functions are experiencing a degree of cutbacks due to reduced
international funding. There is a degree of concern about the future, and some have been actively

involved in redundancy situations.

There are many coincidences with places and a few people we have or know in common. One lady
we met early on, has as her Scottish base a caravan in Dunbar a few spaces from our own. Several
are from Edinburgh or Glasgow, some know Carlops and West Linton, but no one seems to know
Nine Mile Burn! The services of worship are familiar, especially with “you know who” leading them,
there is a small but ambitious choir doing well and the atmosphere is traditional but informal. Three
or four children running around are again not unfamiliar for us. Coffee and biscuits are served after
each service of worship, lunch is served on the last Sunday of the month,and Communion is

celebrated on the first Sunday. It was a pleasure to sing “Ye gates ..” and to celebrate a typical
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Scottish Presbyterian Communion in the heart of Switzerland. | was involved conducting an online
mid-week service and in a European wide presbytery Bible study. And we think our presbytery is
widespread!

We have found the people welcoming, friendly and as varied as any group of people.They have been

hospitable and appreciative.

Places Visited

We have had some time for ourselves and have had several fascinating and enjoyable visits. One day
we took a train to Annecy in France as a place we have passed through in previous visits but have
never had the chance to stop. Also on a lake, Annecy is a lovely town with history and a wonderful
backdrop of mountains. We lunched in a small
restaurant and spent time chatting to an
elderly lady whose English was as bad as our
French.We still managed to get on rather
well. Another day we went by bus to the ski
centre of Chamonix, a place where | had been
about 25 years ago. Chamonix likewise is
lovely with jagged mountain peaks all around

and a fair bit of snow.The scenery from the

bus, quite breathtaking.

In Geneva itself we paid a visit to the United Nations and enjoyed a conducted tour with a lively
guide. Saw various meeting rooms, the main debating chamber for all 165 participating countries and
an exhibition about land mines about which a conference was taking place as we visited. We visited
the museum of the Red Cross/ Red Crescent Organisation which was a real eye opener as to the
extent of work which is done. More than a first aid organisation, they spend much time researching
missing prisoners and victim of war and violence. One whole wall had pictures of child victims of

kidnap who were being actively sought. It was both moving and disturbing.
On the outskirts is the major scientific base know as CERN.This is where the Large Hadron

Collider is and where significant research is being carried out by a huge number of international

scientists.VWe went to see the exhibition and managed to understand some of it. It was well
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presented in a very futuristic building. There were
videos of young scientists explaining their jobs

| and models of the LHC. There is an
underground tunnel, one hundred metres down
with a circumference of 27 kilometers or 17
miles. A large tube goes round the tunnel and
within this is where the experiments take place.

Protons are fired round the tube to crash into

each other, and the trajectories of the remaining
particles are tracked.This is where the Higgs Boson was proved, which has helped the
understanding of how particles have mass. At the moment of impact there is for a fraction of a
fraction of a second, something happening which is similar to the Big Bang at the creation of our
universe almost |4 billion years ago! A fascinating and barely understandable area of research.The
fact which most astonished me is that the protons going round the machine go at nearly the speed
of light, which means they go round the |7 miles, eleven thousand times every second. Wow!

We visited a quaint Swiss village called
Hermanse and the Christmas street market
at the lakeside on a number of occasions
enjoying the crepes and the vin chaude.
Travel around Geneva was remarkably easy,
the buses and tram cars are always on time
and we were given a monthly travel card
which enabled us to use local public

transport without buying tickets. The ferry

taxis which cross the lake regularly were of

course, irresistible.

Pastoral work was light but fascinating and a little disturbing. In Switzerland the assisted dying laws
are well established, and we had the experience of meeting and speaking with a lovely elderly lady
who had Parkinson’s disease and who had made the decision with the agreement of her family and
friends.

It was a fascinating trip, but as always it is good to get home. One of the benefits of travel is that it
makes us appreciate our own place as we learn and enjoy the places of others.

Chris Levison
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Our regular events

Carlops Church

winter warmer

SOUP
LUNCH

2nd Wednesday of the month
12.50-

A selection of home made
soups with bread. tea and

coffea.

Every
Thursday
2:30-4:30pm
Carlops Church

Gaelie Psalm
Singing

Seinneadh nan Salm
TUESDAYS

Gaidhlig 7.30PM-
9.30PM
CARLOPS
CHURCH
Last Satu l’day With Rob MacNeacail
of month ‘ ‘
10:30am-i12noon

Carlops Church

o Y

Keep up to date with all events across the linkage West Tweeddale Parishes Diary
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Children’s Events

Sunday Club meets on the first Sunday of every month Fifst Sunday of sach tonth 999

in the Old Church Hall during school term times.We Join us for
leave from church during the service (start time wq
[1.30am) and walk the children to the hall and for those m

who wish to meet us at the hall we suggest | |.45am.

This is particularly useful for those who attend the
St Andrew's Parish Church
West Linton
bring the children back to the church or they can be M 11:30am

collected by parents around 12.15pm. \ 7 /

earlier service in Carlops Church. After Sunday Club we

Dates as follows
Sunday | 1™ January
Sunday |* February
Sunday |** March

Thank you,
Ann Lyon and Kate Whalley

The next Messy Church session is on
Sunday || January

The session starts at 4pm promptly in the New Church Hall at West
Linton and finishes at 6pm.
All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and join in

the fun!

We will start with a Bible Story and a song and then the children will
do a range of craft activities, followed by a prayer and finish off with a meal together.

All children MUST be accompanied by an adult.

Please do consider joining us for an afternoon of fun activities and a family meal together.

For more information contact Jean Howat howatjean@gmail.com
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If you need help

As well as The Open Gate (advertised below) our linkage of 6 churches has some help available for
anyone in need.

Food bank

The minister’s benevolent fund offers emergency assistance throughout our linkage areas. If you
require assistance, please contact us by email. All emails will be dealt with in the strictest of
confidence. People may need other kinds of support and we are also ready to help with that or
direct you to others who can

emergencyfoodbank@standrews-westlinton.org

Pastoral Group

We are a small group of people who are there to offer a listening ear in confidence.We are not
professional counsellors but rather sympathetic listeners.

If you know anyone who might appreciate a visit, please do contact our minister
tfoley@churchofscotland.org or our pastoral group lead Jean Howat howatjean@gmail.com

We are not professional counsellors but rather sympathetic listeners.
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Got a problem?

Stressed? Anxious? Depressed?
Parenting difficulties? Relationship issues? Work
problems? Trouble at school/college? Etc.

Whatever the problem - large or small, recent or
long-standing - Solution Focussed Brief Therapy
can help.

Ask for an appointment at

THE OPEN GATE

Fridays 2pm to 5pm.

Anyone who wants help for their problem is
welcome, and will be seen locally and in
confidence by arrangement.

PHONE OR TEXT 07535 898 244

The Open Gate uses a counselling approach which is brief,
effective and future-orientated, building on your own solutions.
All sessions are free and confidential, with no long waiting-list.
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Contacts

Minister: Rev Dr Tony Foley
Telephone 01968 660 221 Email tfoley@churchofscotland.org.uk
Mobile 07793 294 000

Church Administrator: Kate Whalley Email kate@westlinton.com
Telephone 01968 733 112 Office - Friday 9.30 am — 12.30pm
Old Church Hall - Friday 2.00 — 4.00pm

Christian Aid: Mary Levison
Telephone 01968 674 566 Email marylevison@btinternet.com

Church bookings: Sheena Livingstone
Telephone 01968 661 282 Email sheena@deanfoot.onmicrosoft.com

Coffee drop-in, Carlops Café and Soup Lunch : Mary Levison
Telephone 01968 674 566 Email marylevison@btinternet.com

Treasurer and Eco Group: Anna Woolverton
Telephone 01968 660 382 Email annapye@btinternet.com

Flowers: Hilary Watt
Telephone 01899 221 100 Email hilarywatt9lf@btinternet.com

Newsletter and website: Julie Gamble
Telephone 07980 258 381 Email julieggamble@yahoo.co.uk

Session Clerk and Organist: Murray Campbell
Telephone 01968 660 530 Email d.m.campbell@ed.ac.uk

Request a card for someone: Bridget Wilcox
Text only 07980 836 817
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Diary notes

Forthcoming events

Tuesday 6 January
Thursday 8 January

Friday 9 January

Tuesday 13 January
Wednesday 14 January
Thursday 15 January
Tuesday 20 January
Thursday 22 January
Tuesday 27 January
Thursday 29 January

Saturday 31 January

Tuesday 3 February
Thursday 5 February
Tuesday 10 February
Wednesday 11 February
Thursday 12 February

Friday 13 February

7.30-9.30pm
2.30-4.30pm
7.30-8.30pm

7.30-9.30pm
12.30 - 2pm
2.30-4.30pm
7.30-9.30pm
2.30-4.30pm
7.30-9.30pm
2.30-4.30pm
10.30-12pm

7.30-9.30pm
2.30-4.30pm
7.30-9.30pm
12.30 - 2pm
2.30-4.30pm
7.30-8.30pm
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Gaelic Psalm Singing
Carlops Cafe

Our Village Talks —Wester Ross
to Timbuktu - a talk with music
from Tom Salter plus Sheena’s
review of our Malawi project

Gaelic Psalm Singing
Soup Lunch

Carlops Cafe

Gaelic Psalm Singing
Carlops Cafe

Gaelic Psalm Singing
Carlops Cafe

Coffee Drop-in (Carlops Café)
and Fair Trade Stall

Gaelic Psalm Singing
Carlops Cafe

Gaelic Psalm Singing
Soup Lunch

Carlops Cafe

Our Village Talks - From Home
to Rome - Geraldine McFaul on
her epic 2023 walk from
Glasgow to Rome



Tuesday 17 February
Thursday 19 February
Tuesday 24 February
Thursday 26 February
Saturday 28 February

Material for next issue

7.30-9.30pm
2.30-4.30pm
7.30-9.30pm
2.30-4.30pm
10.30-12pm

To Julie Gamble by Tuesday 27th January 2026 please
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Gaelic Psalm Singing
Carlops Cafe
Gaelic Psalm Singing
Carlops Cafe

Coffee Drop-in (Carlops Café)
and Fair Trade Stall



