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In-church services remain suspended owing to Coronavirus 

Contact sessionclerk@carlopschurch.org for a link to Carlops’ Zoom services 

 

 

Zoom Services, September 2021 

 

29 August 10am No Carlops service 

Rev Dr Foley will preach as 

sole nominee; see inside 

5 September 10am Miss Sheena Livingstone 

12 September 10am Mrs Mary McElroy et al 

Eco-service 

19 September 10am Rev Nancy Norman 

29 September 10am Colin Herd 
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Eco thoughts from the Locum 

 

Margaret Atwood prefaces her most recent collection of poems “… there are more birds in 

these poems than there used to be … I wish also for more birds in the world. Let us all hope.” 

 

Let us all hope. 

 

The world of nature offers its mysteries to us – however briefly, mostly unbidden – and we are 

lifted out of ourselves, beyond language, beyond thinking, to the wonder of the unfathomable 

mystery of existence. 

 

It is no surprise to learn that one of the nation’s favourite pieces of music is Vaughan 

Williams’ The Lark Ascending, a glorious celebration of that elusive airborne spirit that stirs 

our souls, kindles our imaginations, and opens our eyes to far horizons. But scan the bright 

sky in vain to catch the falling and rising of the little bird whose heart is so full, the source of 

that song without words that tumbles down to inspire us terrestrial beings.   

 

How can so extraordinarily beautiful a sound emerge from so small and fragile a creature? 

And in that question lies the conundrum, the dilemma: the fragility that is so easily broken.  

And each breakage – much of it from human impact – leaves the world the poorer for its loss. 

Our tread upon the planet has exacted a heavy toll. A word, coined only recently, attempts to 

express that sense of loss, through environmental change, of familiar things we have loved 

and valued. Solastaligia: homesickness while we are still at home.     

 

But let us all hope. 

 

As creatures of intellect we rely on words, believing that the right ones at the right moment 

will trigger the turning point the world so desperately waits for, and needs, to resolve its 

multiple crises.   

 

But we are also creatures of emotion, of compassion and imagination and instinct, moved not 

by words alone but by the sudden song of a bird, by seeing in a single shaft of sunlight the 

whole of nature’s splendour, by witnessing the world’s anguish at the cry of an infant caught 

in the crossfire of conflict, by feeling the indelible bond of love that exists between a parent 

and a child.   

 

Hope for better things does not die, but springs up everywhere, catching us by surprise with 

its transformative power. Every gathering, however large or small, in every place the world 

over, can work a work for good – at COP26 or in its fringe meetings, over coffee tables and in 

cafés, via Zoom and WhatsApp, in eco-groups, in prayer groups and Bible study and Sunday 

worship, around kitchen tables where often the deepest fears and yearnings of the human heart 

are entrusted into another’s hands, around campfires, on park benches, on walks, in casual 

conversation, in silent companionship, however and wherever and on whatever scale concerns 

are shared.  

 

May it be our prayer – and hope – that as we direct and continually re-direct our energies 

towards everything that fosters – for every form of life on this planet – wholeness and health, 



kindness and neighbourliness, we may no longer put at risk the fragile sources of inspiration, 

the song of the universe, but rather steward the mysteries of life in harmony with all things, to 

their greater good. 

 

Nancy Norman 

 

 

Sole nominee proposed to linkage 

 

On Sunday 29 August 2021, Rev Dr Anthony (Tony) Foley will preach as sole nominee to the 

linkage: Broughton at 9.30am; Kirkurd & Newlands at 10.30am; St Andrew’s at 12noon 

(these replace Carlops’ 10am service). All six churches are reasonably felt to be a demand too 

far! The St Andrew’s service will also be Zoomed; obtain link from Murray Campbell or by 

email request to sessionclerk@carlopschurch.org. If you wish to attend in person, please 

advise: for the Broughton service, Alexis Marr alexismarr@btinternet.com; for Kirkurd & 

Newlands, Jean Howat howatjean@gmail.com; for St Andrew’s, Tony Hoskins 

ajohoskins@btconnect.com. Afterwards, a vote will be held to decide whether to appoint Dr 

Foley as our minister. Voting is restricted to members and adherents present at any of the 

services, in person and/or via Zoom. 

 

Rev Dr Foley is currently minister at Dollar l/w Glendevon l/w Muckhart. He has previously 

worked in Taiwan. In 2018, he was locum minister to our linkage partners, Upper Tweeddale. 

Rev Dr Foley has worked in other denominations and was formally accredited by the Church 

of Scotland in October 2018. He then served a term at Peebles Old Church with Rev Calum 

Macdougall before moving to Dollar in December 2019.  

 

We look forward to greeting Rev Dr Foley and we extend congratulations and thanks to our 

Nominating Committee for reaching this stage of their task so quickly. 

 

 

COP26: global policy, personal action 

 

The environment, climate change, energy use, emissions, conservation: all big, complex 

issues; all require policy and action at global and governmental level. Ultimately however, 

individuals must amend their own practices, if the improvement achieved is to be sufficient. 

We all must contribute, albeit in individually small ways. Mony a mickle maks a muckle runs 

the Scots saw. And there’s the poem/proverb that starts For want of a nail … and finishes … 

the kingdom was lost.  

 

No apology, therefore, for asserting we need discussions to identify and implement renewed 

Carlops eco-activity. It’s time to re-start. This edition summarises the purpose and aims of 

COP26, provides brief reports on local activities, and includes a proposal to re-boot the once-

vibrant Eco Group. Practical local and personal activity is the best way we can support 

COP26, assist the environment and help save our planet. Join in! 
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COP26 purpose & aims 

 

COP26, the 2021 UN Climate Conference, will be held in Glasgow in November 2021. COPs 

(Conference Of the Parties) have been held for about 30 years; they bring together national 

decision-makers and senior scientists to talk, learn, set targets to protect the environment, and 

devise practical plans for achieving these targets. 

 

Planning achievement is the hard part, but COPs are more than talk. At the 2016 Paris 

meeting, agreements were reached on international collaboration which have achieved much, 

despite the mainstream media’s relentless (and ultimately misleading) focus on bad news and 

missed targets. The report published in August 2021 by the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) makes grim reading and contains stark warnings, but without the 

impetus of the Paris conference, the situation would have been even worse. COPs seem to be 

effective. 

 

The aims of COP26 are … 

 

1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep the 1.5oC warming target within reach 

2. Adapt to protect communities and habitats 

3. Mobilise finance 

4. Work together and deliver 

 

Apparently easy to say, but carefully thought-through; note the balance of good intentions in 

#1 and #2, and practicalities in #3 and #4. Read detail at https://www.ukcop26.org/cop26-

goals/  

 

 

Using Eco to strengthen our linkage 

 

As an established eco-congregation, Carlops could build on the widespread support that exists 

for the eco-ideal as one way of bringing people together across our extended (no longer new!) 

linkage and of helping them to get to know each other. All agree that this is the necessary first 

step to building the linkage; what better cause in which to meet? Help the linkage and support 

the environment too. 

 

Let Carlops Eco Group invite people from its five linkage partners to a meeting to explore the 

possibility of a West Tweeddale Eco-network, where we could exchange experience and ideas, 

and support each other’s work. As with the Eco Group meeting proposed in The Column, we 

could meet face-to-face and, with fore-thought and planning, secure personal safety and 

reduce apprehension. 

 

 

Carlops Eco-service, 2021 

 

This year’s Carlops eco-service will propose a practical approach to caring for the 

environment that we could all adopt. If we take up its challenge, we will improve our personal 

and domestic environmental practices, ingrain good habits, and make a significant 

https://www.ukcop26.org/cop26-goals/
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contribution to the well-being of our planet. It is very simple, requiring only a little fore-

thought and imagination, along with simple actions that lie comfortably within the scope of 

everyone. 

 

Let each of us strive to do at least one thing for the environment, every week, in each of 

three areas: energy use, food consumption, and recycling  

 

The service will be delivered on Sunday 12 September 2021 at 10am via Zoom, and then 

posted on our website: https://www.carlopschurch.org/eco-group/#eco-services. 

 

Perhaps we could find a fun, non-threatening way of recording how we get on with this 

challenge? Something that would allow us to monitor progress, enable easy exchange of good 

ideas, and help to “keep the pot boiling”. Perhaps someone could suggest how some sort of 

virtuous cycle notice-board could be established? Watch this space! 

 

 

Stitches for Survival 

A craftwork project supporting COP26 

 

COP26 organisers want communities and individuals to raise awareness by participating in 

some projects. One such, Stitches4survival (https://stitchesforsurvival.earth) has already 

appealed to some Carlops people: it aims to knit or craft (crochet, quilt, tapestry, or other) a 

large number of panels, each 100x60cms, initially to form a banner to welcome COP26 

delegates, later to be re-purposed into blankets for distribution in the world’s poorest 

countries. Information about this and related projects, and how to get involved, from Mary 

McElroy. 

 

 

Proposed Rock Field eco-developments 

 

Gerda Stevenson reports that the Sustainable West Linton Group expects to plant an orchard 

of about forty apple trees in the Rock Field this autumn, and that she hopes to attract bee-

keeping there in the near future. Joiners-in welcome.  

 

We wish these eco-ventures well and look forward to buying from the apple and honey stall 

soon! 

 

 

Eco-congregation Scotland resources 

 

People often say they support the eco-cause but it’s hard to come up with ideas of what to do. 

A valid point; we’re not environmental professionals; just a group of like-minded people 

trying to “do the right thing”. 

 

To help, Eco-congregation Scotland has compiled a range of resources offering ideas and 

guidance for individuals, congregations and communities. These are available for all to use, 

https://www.carlopschurch.org/eco-group/#eco-services
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free of charge. We could use these resources in Carlops to refresh and prompt our work as we 

exit coronavirus restrictions. There is a gateway to them at 

https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/materials/ideas-for-action.  

 

 

The Column 

Eco Group re-boot? 

 

The Column has traditionally served as a platform for opinion, so we set out our eco-stall 

bluntly. We seek your views; send comments and ideas to any of the authors. 

 

We think that, as a gold award-holding eco-congregation, Carlops Church has some 

responsibility to set a good example, by activities we organize and sponsor as an eco-

congregation, and by our individual actions.  

 

As an eco-congregation, a good way for us to support the aims of COP26 is by re-booting our 

own Eco Group. Restrictions necessarily imposed to counter coronavirus halted our 

customary events, but as these restrictions are eased, we should start again, taking care to 

preserve the safety of our supporters, and to minimise anxiety and apprehension. Here is a 

brain-dump of ideas. Some will work, some won’t; but we will only find out by trying! 

 

Convene the Eco Group; we can meet face-to-face in the church and still be distanced; we can 

wear masks, the building can be through-ventilated; we can keep the meeting focused and to 

the point. At the meeting, brainstorm ideas for activities we could organise and sponsor 

locally and agree a draft programmer for autumn 2021 to summer 2022. That could include … 

 

• Litter walk (PPE provided) 

• Knitting-sewing club: blankets and children’s clothes 

• Eco book (or TV eco-documentary?) discussion club 

• Bee-keeping and pollinator support projects 

• First draft plan to achieve net zero in Carlops Church  

• Inter-plant aging beeches around Kitleyknowe with young trees: secure the future 

landscape and offset carbon emissions 

 

These are merely suggestions; please put forward your alternatives. We can do almost 

anything if we try. Let’s do this! Contact any of the authors with your ideas. 

 

Nan Buchan, Mary McElroy, Rennie McElroy, and Anna Woolverton 

 

 

Forthcoming event 

 

Sophie Pilgrim writes … 

 

Carlops Church Events proudly presents A Scientific History of Musical Instruments; Friday 

1 October 2021, 7pm, via Zoom 

https://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/materials/ideas-for-action


 

Roll up! Roll up! The Marvellous Murray Campbell, Professor of Physics, Astronomy, and 

the Known Universe, accompanied by the Gracious and Mystical Patsy Campbell, will take 

us on a musical tour through time and space. We will transport back in time to answer your 

questions on the rebec, gemshorn, portative organ, and our Renaissance friend, the serpent. 

Join us for a night of wonders guided by our very own musical magician! 

 

Join Zoom meeting; 1 October 2021; 7pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84607389803?pwd=YnFFUEx5NTBOTURzVFZlSUpiZlllZz09 

Meeting ID 846 0738 9803; Passcode 326281 

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 20 September 2021 

 

 

End 
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