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In-church services remain suspended owing to Coronavirus 

Contact sessionclerk@carlopschurch.org for a link to Carlops’ Zoom services 

 

 

Zoom Services, June 2021 

 

30 May 10am Dr Patsy Campbell 

6 June 10am Colin Herd 

13 June 10am Mrs Mary McElroy 

20 June 10am Dr Patsy Campbell 

27 June 10am Rev Nancy Norman 
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From our Interim Moderator 

 

I imagine few of us do not have a mobile phone. As one who, for a long time, vowed I would 

never possess one, I now seldom go anywhere without what is now a must-have item of 

personal technology. In view of my initial resistance, I am reluctant to admit that, but it is 

true.   

 

Not only do our mobiles enable easy and instant communication, for me it is my timepiece, 

my handy pocket camera and a source of seemingly endless amounts of information on any 

number of subjects. Among its many other functions, it incorporates a calculator, it monitors 

my daily exercise, it provides a readily accessible photo album and in recent times has carried 

applications that aid with tracking and tracing in the Covid pandemic. 

 

In the light of all of this, it is little wonder that the phone’s storage capacity was coming 

alarming close to its limit. Very helpfully, though I had not known it, the phone gives me a 

breakdown and to my horror I discovered that the greatest drain on storage capacity came 

from the “recycle bin”. 

 

For years I have tried systematically to delete various items that I have felt no further need of, 

specifically in order to save the battery. Had I been more tech-savvy I might have realised that 

pressing “delete” would not remove items from the phone altogether, but would only send 

them elsewhere, namely the recycle bin. When I discovered this and emptied the bin, 

suddenly I had oodles of spare capacity. What a wonderful discovery! 

 

The General Assembly that came to a close last Thursday has spent much time reflecting on 

reports and engaging in debates focusing on the multi-faceted crisis that is confronting the 

Church. The strain on finances and the acute shortage of ministers are but two continuing 

manifestations of the overall challenges we face, but money and personnel apart, one 

fundamental question, to be addressed at every level, concerns priorities.  

 

We need to set our priorities for mission. Where, in the lives of our parishes and communities, 

should we be concentrating our efforts? How can we make optimum use of our human and 

other resources to be worshipping and serving communities that proclaim, in word and action, 

our love of and service to Jesus Christ? How can we hold in tension those aspects of being 

Church that we feel we cannot do without, together with the absolute necessity of discarding 

those structures, traditions and practices that may have served us well but which we can 

afford to carry no longer. We need to be mindful that, as John Henry Newman put it, the 

Church exists primarily for those who are not part of it.      

 

As we look to the future and to a new ministry in our linking, there will, of necessity, be 

certain changes of emphases in how we organise ourselves.  More will be asked of elders, 

members and adherents. Gifts and talents will be discerned and put to work effectively in the 

service of Christ. As we reach out to our communities, we shall have to be increasingly ready 

to acknowledge that those who become part of our congregations cannot be expected simply 

to fit in with the way we do things. To follow Newman’s line, the Church exists to serve and 

glorify Christ, not to please its members. 

 



We are in the midst of challenging but exciting times for all of us and, like every living entity, 

we live with constant change. Sometimes that can be unsettling, at other times exhilarating, 

but either way we need to cast off what is no longer essential so that our collective power 

pack, in which our shared faith is the most important element, will be primed for the purpose. 

 

With warmest wishes 

 

Calum Macdougall 

 

 

From the Kirk Sessions 

April and May 2021 

 

Each Kirk Session of our “old linkage” has met to discuss issues upon which a view must be 

taken as part of the process of appointing a minister to our new, extended linkage of West 

Tweeddale. The “old Upper Tweeddale” Sessions had already held such discussions. 

 

All three Sessions decided, after discussion and secret ballot, to depart from the Church of 

Scotland’s traditional teaching regarding the sexuality of ministerial appointees. That means 

they voted to be willing to consider inter alia, applicants who are in a civil partnership or a 

same-sex marriage. In Carlops’ case, this vote simply confirms the stance adopted some years 

ago, when Carlops declared itself an affirming congregation, in which everyone is welcome. 

Visit the HOME page of our website to see our inclusive policy set out plainly. All six Kirk 

Sessions of the new linkage having taken the same view of this, the process of seeking a 

minister can begin.  

 

 

Filling our vacancy 

 

The process of filling a ministerial vacancy is defined in detail by the Church of Scotland and 

is properly subject to strict confidentiality. Some aspects can be made known however and 

these will be posted on the website, via a prominent Vacancy page that will appear on the site 

soon. 

 

Each Session has appointed people to a working group charged with drafting a parish profile 

describing our linkage churches and communities, and the role we expect our minister to play. 

Julie Gamble and Anna Woolverton are the Carlops’ representatives. A draft should be ready 

for discussion and approval soon. 

 

Each congregation has been invited to propose people to represent them on the linkage 

Nominating Committee, which will vet applicants and propose a new minister to the 

congregations. That committee will have two representatives from each linkage congregation, 

plus one more from St Andrew’s West Linton, to reflect its greater numbers. If any 

congregation proposes more than two people as its representatives, a ballot will be held. 

Nominations to the Nominating Committee close on 31 May, so expect more news soon. 

 



It is possible that this process may be influenced by decisions taken at the 2021 General 

Assembly, but any details remain to be clarified as we go to press. 

 

 

Carlops Church: 2021 finances to date 

 

The pandemic may be easing, but we are not meeting in the church yet and do not know when 

that may resume. Thus, we are still denied some income sources, eg open plate and soup 

lunch donations. I am keeping a close eye on our finances. The figures show they are fairly 

healthy, given the circumstances: no cause for immediate alarm; no cause for complacency. I 

will continue to monitor and report again. 

 

Cash account: 1 January – 30 April 2020 and 2021 

 

Income   2020 2021  

Individual donations   £5,156 £5,6511 

Gift aid reclaimed   £1,289 £1,412 

 

Semi-fixed costs 

Ministry & Mission   £4,692 £4,0442 

Electricity, insurance, roof  £2,581 £2,1933 

 

Surplus/(deficit) at 30 April £208 £826  

 

Notes 

1. Maintaining personal income level vs 2020 

2. Variable due to vacancy; likely to continue at similar level until we appoint a minister 

3. Costs will increase gradually as we resume in-church activities. 

 

Mary McElroy Treasurer 

 

 

“Not Easter breakfast” donations 

 

Donations made in lieu of contributions normally received at our Easter breakfast have now reached 

£350. The money has been forwarded to the Penicuik foodbank in the name of Carlops Church. Thank 

you, all who donated. 

 

Mary McElroy Treasurer 

 

 

The Column 

Carlops Church’s Greetings Cards 

 

Carlops Congregation takes pleasure in communicating with all our friends and neighbours, 

throughout the community as well as in the church, by sending greetings cards whenever an 

appropriate occasion arises. This tradition started over fifteen years ago and at the beginning 



of May this year, the five hundred and fifth card was sent – to welcome a friend back to the 

village. 

 

We try to send a card on any occasion there is some life-event to mark. Happy times and sad; 

good occasions and less good: a birthday; a new baby, a success of any kind; or an illness; or 

a bereavement. It doesn’t matter what the event is; the card is just our quiet way of saying 

“Hello.  We’re thinking of you.  We’re wishing you well.” 

 

It troubles us that some opportunities to send these greetings are missed, simply because we 

are not aware of the circumstances. We are dependent upon receiving information, not just 

from “church folk”, but from all our friends in the community. We would therefore request 

that anyone with knowledge of such occasions contacts us. Give the reason for the card, and 

the name and address of the person to whom you suggest it be sent: phone Nan Buchan: T 

01968 678 352; E info@carlopschurch.org.  And please, don’t think that the occasion you 

have in mind is somehow “undeserving”.  We would rather greet too many people with a 

card, than too few! 

 

We also have a range of cards (blank inside for your own message) for sale: in the church 

when it is open; or from Mary McElroy. The beautiful scenes depicted (some photographed 

by the late Mike Clarke) offer a choice for all seasons and occasions. We hope that it will not 

be too long before we are again selling these cards after church services, or at coffee mornings 

and soup lunches! 

 

Meanwhile we take this opportunity to send greetings and our good wishes to all of you. 

 

Nan Buchan 

 

 

Greetings cards postscript 

 

In the Column, Nan Buchan writes about our Church’s practice of sending a card – welcome, 

congratulations, condolence, get well – to people experiencing any significant life-event. But 

Nan modestly omits two key parts of the story: the fact that she sends all these cards on our 

behalf; and their effect on recipients. 

 

People go out of their way to mention the pleasure and comfort the card has brought them. I 

got a card from the church when I was ill; it was so touching … Lovely that the church sent 

me a message of sympathy when X died … It was so nice to get congratulations about my new 

job … 

 

Not only do these cards bring great pleasure and comfort; they do much to show that Carlops 

Church cares; and they enhance its standing in the community. Thank you, Nan.  

 

Rennie McElroy Editor 
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Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 21 June 2021 please 

 

 

End 
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