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28 January 10am    Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald 

4 February 10am    Mrs Mary McElroy 

4 February 6pm    Rev Nancy Norman Communion 

11 February 10am    Rev Nancy Norman 

18 February 10am    Rev Chris Levison 

25 February 10am    Rev Nancy Norman 

4 March 10am    Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald 

4 March 6pm    tba 



From our new Interim Moderator  
 

One of the loveliest Christian festivals is Candlemas, observed forty days after Christmas on 

2nd February. Its origins lie in Luke chapter 2, verses 22-38, where we read of Mary and 

Joseph, with the infant Jesus, visiting the temple to observe the prescribed rituals following 

childbirth. There they are greeted by the elderly priest, Simeon and prophetess Anna. Seeing 

the child, Simeon utters his famous song, the Nunc dimittis, in which he proclaims Jesus to be 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of God’s people Israel.  

 

In the secular sphere, Candlemas is one of the legal quarter days along with Whitsunday, 

Lammas and Martinmas. Perhaps you know the old weather rhyme: 

If Candlemas Day be dry and fair, half the winter’s to come and mair; 

If Candlemas day be wet and foul, half the winter’s gone at Yule. 

On this basis, and after the recent snow, we’ll be hoping for a wet and windy Candlemas! 

 

But Candlemas is not just about darkness and light; it is also about the past meeting the future. 

Simeon and Anna represent the prophets of old; Jesus represents a new day in which the glory 

of Israel becomes a light to lighten the Gentiles. 

 

I am aware that past months have not been easy and gratefully acknowledge the work done by 

Rachel and Nancy over that period. I have known and admired them both for many years and 

am already enjoying working with Nancy, who continues as locum. 

 

As I take on the interim moderatorship my prayer is that that we may all move on together in 

the Candlemas spirit, confident that God will provide light for the journey.  

 

Grace and peace be with us all 

 

Finlay  

 

 

Carlops’ Eco-congregation gold award 

 

Carlops Church Eco Group’s application for a gold award from Eco-congregation Scotland 

was successful. Carlops is the first church in Scotland to win gold under the new, more 

rigorous award scheme introduced recently. A lightly edited version of the award letter 

follows. 

  

“Many thanks to Carlops Parish Church for a comprehensive application for a gold eco-

award. I am delighted to confirm that the assessors recommended that Carlops should receive 

an Eco-Congregation Gold Award. You are the first congregation in the whole of Scotland to 

achieve this level of award.   

 

“The assessors particularly identified the following for commendation:  

1. the thorough approach to planning, implementation and ongoing evaluation of your 

Development Plan;  

2. the regular inclusion of environmental concerns in worship;  



3. the cooperation with the Community Council and Carlops Village Centre Management 

Committee;  

4. the circulation of the Church Newsletter to all homes within the parish;  

5. your proactive approach to recycling, responsible travel and energy use;  

6. your charity work and promoting Fair Trade and Christian Aid;  

7. the patio-garden project, another example of working with others to benefit the 

community;  

8. lobbying to express opinion on issues such as Climate Chaos, Global Poverty and Climate 

Justice;  

9. the overall impression of an imaginative and creative church, fully committed to 

environmental issues.  

“With all awards, we ask assessors to make recommendations which we hope you might find 

useful as you continue to develop your creation care work.  

1. With so much activity already in place, and with your exemplary approach to 

planning, our assessors simply wanted to encourage you to continue as you are doing, 

but never to become complacent as we face ever-increasing and urgent threats to the 

wonderful world in which we live.   

2. As a specific recommendation, the assessors would encourage you to explore ways to 

extend what has been achieved so successfully at Carlops by working together with 

your linked congregations, perhaps on a joint project around climate change and 

climate justice topics. 

“We hope you find these suggestions and recommendations useful in your ongoing work. We 

hope you enjoy celebrating your achievement and our congratulations to the Eco Group and 

the congregation, on achieving this well-deserved Award!” 

 

 

Congregational lunch proposal 
 

It is proposed to hold a congregational lunch in the Allan Ramsay after the congregational 

meeting on Sunday 18 March 2018. To help gauge demand, please sign up via the sheet on the 

notice board in the church or speak to Mary McElroy. 

 

  

Coffee drop-in to remain monthly 

 

There is some uncertainty about the future frequency of Carlops produce market. Will it 

continue to be monthly? Will it become quarterly? Or some other period? Time will tell. 

 

The Eco Group has agreed that Coffee drop-in will be held in church on the last Saturday of 

every month – whether there is a market or not. The Fair Trade stall will be open at the same 

time. 

 

 

Malawian midwife project 

 

Carlops supported our presbytery’s midwife training appeal generously and I thought readers 



would appreciate this update from Fiona Burnett, chair of Presbytery’s World Mission group. 

 

“Our” student Godfrey Matias is now in his third and final year. He has done well and is 

enjoying the course. He will be looking for a job in 2018. This may not be easy, as the 

Malawian government seems to be short of money (familiar! Ed). We are trying to think of 

ways to help him get a start on the job ladder. 

 

We hope to invite Godfrey and other young adults from Zomba Presbytery to visit Scotland in 

August, at the time of the National Youth Assembly. This will return the visit to Malawi made 

by some of our young people in 2016. When we know more about the programme for the visit 

(and the money needed!), we will be contacting churches in the presbytery to seek help with 

hospitality and finance. 

 

Back in Malawi, our new student, Limbikani Powolokera, enrolled at the start of last year and 

is also doing well. We were “introduced” to Limbikani a few months after the course started, 

when the college finally got round to telling us that he had been recruited for us, and by the 

way would we pay his fees!  

 

 

The Column 

Women in black revisited 

 

Women in Black have held a vigil on Princes Street every Saturday, 1-2pm since 2002: 

15 years of visible protest against war. They demonstrate against wars everywhere and 

call for peace throughout the world.  

 

Their banner states We stand here in solidarity with ALL victims of wars … to bear 

silent witness against the futility of war and its destruction of human rights  

 

Does Women in Black’s peace vigil achieve anything? Well, it is non-violent, direct 

action and we know … 

• people show interest, support, sometimes anger 

• people take leaflets offered, not forced on them  

• people study the banners and placards 

• people express curiosity about their message of peace and justice as a possibility in 

our world 

 

Women in Black remind people of a peaceful world; that there are women who believe 

war is not inevitable and who care about justice and peace; women who show up every 

Saturday to share their commitment to peace with others and say Yes to peace and No to 

war.  

 

If war is not the answer, what can we do? We can say to politicians … 

• Dare to imagine a world without war; a government that invests in peace 

• Dare to say No to investing and trading in weapons  

• Before we allow governments to take us into armed conflicts, let’s examine 

alternatives 



• It’s not war that leads to peace, it’s talking to each other; talking costs less lives and 

money than war 

 

We can ask politicians to examine … 

• the cost of war, and the cost of peace 

• what the Ministry of “Defence” does 

• government support of Britain’s arms industry 

• war as a necessary and effective security strategy 

• whether or not going to war has made the UK safer 

 

There are some of us standing silently Saturday, 1-2pm, opposite the Balmoral Hotel in 

Edinburgh. Join us – if you want to feel you are doing something. 

 

Anna Woolverton 

 

 

Future events 

 

Careless Film made and introduced by Catriona Taylor Friday 2 February 2018, 8pm 

Soup lunch Wednesday 21 February 2018, 12noon-1.30pm 

Coffee drop-in Saturday 25 February 2018, 9.30am-12noon 

I, Daniel Blake Film screening in partnership with Pentland Film Society Fri 2 March 2018, 

7.30pm, Carlops Village Centre 

Congregational meeting Sunday 18 March 2018, c11am 

Quines; women of Scotland Talk by Gerda Stevenson Sunday 18 March 2018, 3.30pm 

Soup lunch Wednesday 28 March 2018, 12noon-1.30pm 

Coffee drop-in Saturday 31 March 2018, 9.30am-12noon 

Easter breakfast Sunday 1 April 2018, 9am in Carlops Village Centre; all welcome. Easter 

Day service follows at 10am 

Soup lunch Wednesday 25 April 2018, 12noon-1.30pm 

Coffee drop-in Saturday 29 April 2018, 9.30am-12noon 

Editing; questions and quirks Talk by Rennie McElroy Friday 4 May 2018, 8pm 

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 19 February 2018 please 

 

 

End 
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