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Services, December 2017 

 

 

26 November 10am    Rev Nancy Norman  

3 December 10am    Mrs Mary McElroy 

3 December 6pm    Rev Chris Levison Communion 

10 December 10am    Rev Nancy Norman Gift service 

17 December 10am    Miss Sheena Livingstone 

24 December 10am    Dr Patsy Campbell 

24 December 7pm    Rev Chris Levison Carol service 

31 December 10am    Rev Nancy Norman 

7 January 10am    tba Communion 

7 January 3.45pm    Dr Patsy Campbell Christingle  



Happy Christmas 
 

We wish you a happy and peaceful Christmas and we invite you to join us in the events we are 

arranging to celebrate it. Details on the card accompanying this issue, and on the website.  

 

 

New Interim Moderator 
 

Rachel Dobie will quit her role as Interim Moderator for our linkage around the end of the 

year. We thank Rachel for her service to us. Thank you: for looking after us through a 

difficult, perhaps less than wholly rewarding period; for doing more than any duty demanded; 

and for being you. We wish Rachel and Kirk a happy, less hectic and challenging future, and 

we hope we may look forward to seeing them from time to time around Carlops.  

 

Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald will replace Rachel as Interim Moderator early in the new 

year. We look forward to welcoming him to Carlops. Finlay was Principal Clerk, 1996-2010 

and served as Moderator of the General Assembly, 2002-03. He now lives in Innerleithen. 

 

 

From Rachel Dobie 
 

John's gospel has no Christmas story as such: no angels, no stable, no wise men. But it does 

say that when Christ came, light flooded into the world and the darkness has never managed 

to put that light out. It seems entirely appropriate that when news of the first Christmas was 

announced to the world in Luke's gospel, the dark night sky was flooded with light and with 

the sound of angels singing. Darkness was dispelled in a very dramatic way. 

 

If we are lying awake at night worrying about something, the darkness is always more intense, 

and the problems even greater than they seem when daylight comes. It is now twelve months 

since I was asked to come and serve in your three parishes. And if there have been some 

nights when I have lain awake and worried, how much more difficult it must have been for all 

of you as the months of uncertainty have dragged on. For all of us it has been a potent 

reminder that even in the best of societies, different forces can be at work and people can be 

hurt and good work impeded and set back, often when we least expect it. 

 

But when we look at the Christmas story once more, we see that this precious child was not 

born in a comfortable home, lying on silken cushions with an adoring world at his feet. This 

vital birth took place in a borrowed stable far from home because of a Roman decree to a 

conquered people. His birth occasioned the slaughter of many innocent babies, and he and his 

family immediately became refugees fleeing for their lives from a jealous king. Never was 

light more wanted or needed. 

 

I cannot know exactly what lies ahead for you all, but I trust that it is within God's plan that 

there is a positive and vibrant future for the parishes as you seek to worship and carry out 

your ministries. It has been a privilege to work with you and I have enjoyed being “back in 

harness”. I know that with Nancy's continuing work, and under the guidance of incoming 

Interim Moderator, Finlay Macdonald, the way ahead will be clearer. 



 

Kirk joins me in wishing you every blessing, this Christmas and always. 

 

Rachel 

 

 

Mary’s Meals: double their money! 
 

Anonymous donors have promised to match all funds donated to Mary’s Meals until mid-

December 2017. For every pound donated, the donors will give another. If you can help 

Mary’s Meals benefit from this generosity, contact Mary McElroy by Sunday 10 December 

2017; contact details on back page. 

 

 

Gift service and Shoeboxes 
 

Carlops’ gift service is on 10 December 2017. Bring your gifts and filled shoeboxes to lay 

under the Christmas tree in the church. Everything will go to Scottish Women’s Aid. More 

information from Mary McElroy. 

 

 

Carlops patio-garden started 

 

The steering group has appointed Landmarkers (of Biggar) as contractors. Visit 

www.landmarkers.co.uk to learn more about them and to see examples of their work.  

 

Landmarkers started on site on 13 November 2017 and are preparing it for new construction. 

They estimate build-time at six to eight weeks, not allowing for delays caused by 

unforeseeable technical difficulties, severe weather, or waiting for Building Warrant from the 

local authority. Application for this last was made on 24 October and if all goes normally, it 

may be received in December. 

 

Landmarkers will maintain access to church and hall at times specified as critical by the 

project steering group, and will try to meet reasonable client access requirements. However, 

members of the public should note that the area is now formally a building site; for sound 

safety and legal reasons, no one should enter it, whether work appears to be proceeding, or 

not. “You can look, but don’t touch”! 

 

 

Malawi classrooms & latrines project 

 

The success of the Carlops Kitchen projects was such that enrolment in one of the Malawian 

schools where a kitchen was built grew so much that its classroom and latrine facilities were 

overloaded. Sheena Livingstone discovered this on a visit to Malawi and put in place a plan to 

address the matter, designing new accommodation for the school, providing (building) plans, 

and guiding work from UK by Skype and email! Readers will recall Carlops providing 



financial support for this last year. 

 

Sheena reports that the new build is going well, but needs some more funding to complete it. 

She notes “… the benefit of money raised for Mary’s Meals is reduced if we cannot also 

enhance the infrastructure to cope with the growing numbers of pupils occasioned by the 

success of the meals. Matiti school roll has doubled since the kitchen was built, so now in the 

rainy season [some of] the youngsters get sent home, without being fed or taught, as there are 

insufficient classrooms, and with only eight toilets for 2,000 pupils [some] older girls stop 

coming [to school] because of lack of facilities.” 

 

Session will be asked to consider how Carlops Church might help address this issue. Please 

contact Sheena if you can provide support personally. 

 

 

The Column 

On visiting Ely Cathedral: “Great ship of the fens” 
 

My earliest memory of Ely Cathedral is of mounting excitement as we drove across the fens 

from Cambridge towards the Isle of Ely. Suddenly, there it was, silhouetted against the sky, 

towering above the fens. I was just four years old. 

 

I have loved it ever since. As a small child, I appreciated the ancient canons on the green, but 

now I am awestruck by the grandeur of the immense Norman nave and the glory of the lantern 

crossing. The original Norman central tower collapsed in 1322 and Alan of Walsingham had 

the vision to replace it with a stone octagon surmounted by a magnificent timber lantern. 

Eight massive oak beams, chosen from trees grown in Bedfordshire, support it. Light streams 

through the lantern, illuminating the whole building.  

 

Ely has other glories. Its spacious Lady chapel is lined with wonderfully carved ogee arches, 

the heads sadly knocked off by the iconoclasts. It is crowned with a modern figure of a flaxen 

Mary. Its medieval choir stalls are delicately carved and the misericords bear entertaining 

bosses. 

 

This great church was founded in 1081, but there was an earlier Saxon church on the site. The 

original building was founded by St Etheldreda in 673 and was a double monastery of monks 

and nuns. Etheldreda was an Anglian princess, one of the four “holy” daughters of Anna, king 

(Yes, king! Ed) of East Anglia. Etheldreda became the first Abbess of Ely and her shrine here 

attracted pilgrims from far and wide. 

 

Jo Blackburn 

 

 

Future events 

 

Advent garden ceremony Sunday 3 December 2017, 3.45 for 4pm 

Messy Church Sundays 10 December 2017, 4 February, 4 March 2018, 4-6pm (in new 

Church hall, West Linton) Contact Jean Howat howatjean@gmail.com  



Christingle service Sunday 8 January 2018, 3.45 for 4pm 

I, Daniel Blake Film screening in partnership with Pentland Film Society Friday 2 March 

2018, 7.30pm in Carlops Village Centre 

Editing; questions and quirks Talk by Rennie McElroy Friday 4 May 2018, 8pm 

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Saturday 30 December 2017 please 

 

 

End 

 

mailto:info@carlopschurch.org



