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Services, October 2017 

 

 

1 October 10am    Eco group service  

   Harvest Thanksgiving 

1 October 6pm    Rev Nancy Norman Communion 

8 October 10am    Rev Nancy Norman 

15 October 10am    Mrs Mary McElroy  

22 October 10am    Rev Nancy Norman 

29 October 10am    Miss Sheena Livingstone 

5 November 10am    Rev Nancy Norman Communion 

5 November 6pm    Rev Nancy Norman 



 

Thoughts from a Locum 
 

On the gravel driveway, a paper bag awaited me after a morning service in Manor Valley, not 

long after I had become minister there. It was tantalizingly bulging. Inspection revealed a 

harvest of delight. Potatoes! Large, small, medium, oval, round, smooth, dimpled, white and 

shades of red. And straight from the ground it seemed, with earth still clinging to them. From 

the note inside the bag, regal varieties among them: Lord Rosebery, Red Duke of York, British 

Queen. A wonderful gift – and not the potatoes only, but the gifts of care, thoughtfulness and 

enthusiasm with which they were harvested and shared. 

 

Then and there my fascination with potatoes began. It still continues, and will go on and on. 

In the more than twenty years since that gift, I’ve not yet met a potato I didn’t like – and there 

are hundreds of varieties to try. Tell me about the potatoes you know and like; I shall listen 

happily. 

 

Suffice to say that had that first gift not been given, years ago, the passion might never have 

been kindled. 

 

That’s the remarkable thing about gifts and about sharing. Mostly we don’t know the effects 

of our giving and sharing but, as a pebble cast into a loch sends out ripples in larger and larger 

circles to distant, unknown shores, so the humblest offerings have repercussions far beyond 

our reckoning: a lifetime’s interest transmitted; a skill taught; a wonder communicated; a 

generosity inspired; a compassion awakened; an appreciation roused. 

 

Believing that no gift has a final recipient, I wonder if a good thing actually is a good thing 

until it is shared or given.  Certainly, the health of humanity, nations and peoples depends 

upon that urge to give of oneself and one’s best. And from that, who knows what greater good 

might be kindled. As we are givers, and as we are recipients, may that exchange be carried on 

through us. 

 

May the harvest be a good one – especially the potatoes! 

 

Nancy Norman 

 

 

From a novice commissioner: III 

 

General Assembly left me wondering how so much interesting work gets lost between 

Assembly and us as a congregation. Why do we have so little awareness of developments 

which would stimulate our interest and effort? What is the communications link to us from 

Assembly and its constituent councils? Whose job is it to ensure that it works? Let us note 

that we ourselves have a part to play in that. What can we do to improve matters? 

 

Be better informed 

First, we need those representing us at Assembly, Presbytery and elsewhere to identify and tell 

us more about the opportunities being developed, the pilot projects to which we might 



contribute. We should be hearing more from them than what [someone thinks] affects Carlops 

directly. We need to ask them to report more regularly, more clearly in more detail. 

 

Second, we could all look for information more actively. The Church of Scotland website 

(www.churchofscotland.org.uk) may not be easy to use unless one knows which department is 

doing what work, but a wealth of ideas and resources can be reached by adding a subordinate 

search term to the main address eg /hubministry, or /manse, or /elder. Try it. It works! 

 

Inform “them” better 

We should be more active about communicating upward! We could lobby Presbytery and 

other Church bodies and express a view on some issue(s) eg the language the Church uses and 

its impact, especially on “Monday to Saturday” supporters; improving communication from 

Presbytery and Assembly to congregations; hub ministry and how linkages might be 

constructed (is geographic adjacency the best model today?). 

 

Link to existing Carlops work  

We could tweak certain things we do to fit better with some Church-wide initiative(s); 

develop closer ties between such initiatives and our Forward plan. We should reassess the 

Plan, say, every three years, and be willing to drop some things so that we can do others. We 

know our area, our people, and their needs and wishes best. Let us get them on to the wider 

Church agenda. 

 

I’ve said my piece. I don’t think it will be easy, but I do think we should try. I will explore the 

CofS website to find and share useful links. For your part, please tell me how you think 

Carlops should proceed with this important matter of how we relate to the Church as a whole 

– in Scotland and abroad. 

 

Mary McElroy 

 

 

From the Kirk Session 

Tuesday 19 September 2017 

 

Session noted the General Kirk Session’s recent discussion of linkage ministry. The 

Presbyterial Commission’s decision to remove Dr Dunbar’s status as a minister has 

terminated the pastoral tie and the linkage is technically vacant. Presbytery has decided to 

delay implementing the vacancy-filling procedure, to allow time for Presbytery and the 

congregations to consider next steps, and because firm decisions cannot be made until an 

appeal against the Commission’s decision has been heard. After debate, Session accepted a 

view that discussion of the issue by Carlops congregation should not be arranged yet, the 

detailed content of the case still being withheld because sub judice. 

 

The linkage Kirk Sessions will hold a joint away day on the theme of inspiring growth on 21 

October 2017. 

 

Mary McElroy reported on finance. Income for 2017 to date is on target. Expenditure is lower 

than budgeted because in present circumstances, certain ministry and pulpit supply costs are 



not being charged to the linkage. Session agreed to use funds thus made available to 

supplement reserves. 

 

Patsy Campbell raised concerns about the food bank. Volunteers are being presented with 

problems beyond food supply. Session sympathised with their wish to act positively, but noted 

that referral to appropriate third parties is a legitimate response. Training and discussions for 

food bank volunteers will address these issues and offer information and case-handling tools. 

 

Nan Buchan reported on Eco Group forward plans and Session was briefed on the new eco 

award pattern (see below). 

 

Property: Gill Gold drew attention to new handrails at the front door, replacing those which 

had rusted through; Murray Campbell will explore purchase of a stand-mounted table 

microphone; Patsy Campbell and Sheena Livingstone accepted joint responsibility for health 

and safety observation. 

 

Session noted that the Carlops patio-garden project has reached its financial target. Invitations 

to tender close on 2 October 2017. A contractor is expected to be appointed this autumn. 

 

Patsy Campbell, Mary and Rennie McElroy will review the 2017 remits from General 

Assembly and report back to Session. 

 

The Carlops shoebox appeal will again support Scottish Women’s Aid. Detailed information 

in a future issue. 

 

Christmas-related services and events, recorded in the linkage directory, were reviewed. 

Information for Carlops is at www.carlopschurch.org and will appear in the Newsletter. St 

Andrew’s and Newlands websites and magazines should publish information about events in 

these churches. There will be no outdoor nativity play this year.  

 

 

New Eco-congregation award system 

 

Eco-congregation Scotland has adopted a new model for its awards scheme, featuring 

proposals submitted by Carlops Eco Group following its discussion of the old model in 

February. Details, including award criteria and application forms, are at www.eco-

congregationscotland.org/award  

 

Key elements of the new model 

• New awards governed by clearer, more rigorous criteria 

• Awards entitled bronze, silver and gold, replace the former Level one, two, three; to make 

explicit the concept of progression and increasing achievement  

• Continuing awards discontinued; agreed to be unnecessary, as a congregation that has 

progressed through all preceding levels is unlikely to abandon eco-principles 

• Awards to be held indefinitely in future; achievement no longer lapses mysteriously after 

three years, but … 

• … award-holding congregations are invited to submit occasional updating reports 



• Congregations with old-style awards continue to hold them 

• Such congregations are encouraged (but not required) to apply for a new-style award  

• Special arrangements to facilitate such transfer will be available until 31 January 2018 

 

Carlops Eco Group discussed the new model in September and expressed satisfaction that 

views we expressed had been heeded. The Eco Group decided to apply for a new-style award 

under the special transfer arrangements ie, by 31 January 2018. Rennie McElroy is drafting 

our application. That draft will aim at a gold award, but a final decision on the level Carlops 

will seek will not be made until the Group has discussed Rennie’s draft in late October. 

Rennie invites all who read this to send suggestions about what his draft might include, but 

requests that people read the information on the website cited above first. 

 

Rennie McElroy 

 

 

The Column 

Living water 

 

This is a lightly edited version of Murray Campbell’s address to the Presbytery of Melrose 

and Peebles during his induction as Moderator: Carlops Church, Tuesday 5 September 2017. 

 

The south wall of Carlops Church is dominated by three arched windows. Sunlight streams 

through on summer mornings; in winter, the warm glow of interior lighting shines out. The 

plain glass of the diamond panes tells the outside world of activity within: service, coffee 

morning, concert, lecture, Kirk Session meeting.  

 

The north window is different – a striking stained-glass image, created by Emma Butler-Cole 

Aitken for the church’s refurbishment. It may at first sight seem abstract, but it is a 

representation of the North Esk river, born in winter snow on the Mount, then a rapidly 

flowing stream pouring spectacularly over the waterfall at Patie’s Mill, finally achieving 

tranquillity as it enters Habbie’s Howe. 

 

Rain on the Pentland Hills feeds the wells and springs on which Carlops used to depend for 

drinking water; a nineteenth century stone drinking fountain near the Allan Ramsay bears the 

inscription God’s Gift. Emma’s window reflects this feeling of gratitude for the gift of water, 

without which life is impossible. 

 

When we read of windows in the Bible, it is natural to imagine the glazed apertures we know 

today, but clear glass panels were only developed in late Roman times. The window through 

which David was lowered in a basket to escape Saul, and the window at which Daniel prayed 

in defiance of the decree of Darius, would have been openings without transparent covering. 

And the distorting nature of the best transparent materials available in Paul’s time may 

explain his phrase seeing through a glass darkly. Even the eighteenth century bottle glass 

panes found in some Carlops cottage windows introduced a spiral distortion of the image. In 

contrast, a modern float glass window pane provides protection from inclement weather while 

offering a clear view of the world outside.  

 



The stained-glass window, on the other hand, offers us a perspective on reality which is 

different from that of an optically perfect image. Emma’s window speaks to us profoundly 

because it invites contemplation, gradually revealing the half-hidden but all-pervasive 

influence of the flowing water. Through the power of art, it takes us beyond the literal and 

uncovers deep underlying truths.  

 

The spiritual message of the window is Living Water. This is a quotation from Jesus’s talk 

with the Samaritan woman at the well. John 4 brings this scene vividly to life: Jesus, sitting 

by the well, tired and thirsty; the woman, having trudged a long distance under the hot desert 

sun; neither doubting the physically restorative power of fresh, cool water.  Jesus, however, 

recognises an unfulfilled longing for a better life in the woman’s heart. She tries to keep the 

conversation superficial with banter about his lack of a bucket and the depth of the well. But 

patiently, insistently, he draws her into recognition of her inner emptiness, revealing that the 

living water he speaks of is a metaphor for the renewing and transforming power of God’s 

love, freely offered to all. The strong current coursing through Emma’s image represents this 

gift of grace, which revives and inspires us afresh when we join in the sacramental sharing of 

bread and wine. 

 

We live in troubling and perplexing times, both locally and internationally. In Psalm 46, the 

psalmist conjures up vivid images of earthquakes and inundations, which are echoed in 

today’s news bulletins. The folly of climate change denial, and the greed which diverts 

resources from humanitarian aid, magnify the human cost of such natural disasters. It is easy 

to feel helpless when faced with problems on such a vast scale. Yet the psalm reminds us that 

we are all citizens of God’s kingdom on earth. A river runs through that kingdom – the 

enveloping and uplifting power of his love and forgiveness. Nourished by that stream, we can 

meet any challenge, and can say in confidence with the psalmist: we will not be afraid. 

 

Murray Campbell 

 

 

Future events 

 

Soup lunch Wednesday 27 September 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

Songs and airs for voice and harp Concert by Anne Lewis and Bill Taylor, Sunday 1 

October 2017, 3pm 

Waste management Talk by Alasdair McKenzie, Monday 2 October 2017, 7.30pm (Esk & 

Tweed Eco-network meeting) 

Can you hear me at the back? Talk by Claire Thomas, Friday 6 October 2017, 8pm 

Soup lunch Wednesday 25 October 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

La petite trotte a Leon; ultra-distance running in the Alps Talk by Jason Hubert, Friday 3 

November 2017, 8pm 

Man soup lunch Wed 22 November 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

Kirk Session Tuesday 28 November 2017, 7.30pm  

 

 

 

 



Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 23 October 2017 please 

 

 

End 

 

mailto:info@carlopschurch.org



