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Services, September 2017 

 

 

27 August 10am    Rev Nancy Norman 

3 September 10am    Rev Rachel Dobie Communion 

3 September 6pm    Rev Nancy Norman 

10 September 10am    Rev Chris Levison 

17 September 10am    Rev Jim Wallace 

24 September 10am    Rev Jim Wallace 

1 October 10am    Eco group service  

   Harvest Thanksgiving 

1 October 6pm    Rev Nancy Norman Communion 



From our Interim Moderator 
 

Dear Friends 

 

The first prayer in most Sunday services has a section in which, having expressed our wonder 

and gratitude to God for all that has been done for us in life, we acknowledge that we are not 

always deserving of that loving care and concern. The prayer then brings to mind the things 

we've done wrong, knowingly and (sometimes) without knowing … the kind of failings most 

of us have, most of the time. The worship leader then assures us of God's forgiveness and the 

peace of knowing that forgiveness.   

 

Some ministers and worship leaders omit that prayer for a variety of reasons. I never do. It's 

not that I think God wants us to grovel in the mud and dirt of our sin, as Calvin once 

described it. But I do think there is always a need for us to recognise that we don't get 

everything right all the time, that we should be sorry for that, and that we should feel Jesus 

gently lifting us and setting us on the right road again and travelling in the right direction. It 

helps us neither to feel too self-satisfied, nor to despair. 

 

This is a very difficult time in the life of our parishes, and for all of us there is a need to 

acknowledge that there has been failure of some sort, whether for things said and done or just 

failure to recognise and understand what was happening and what the consequences might be. 

But I am reminded as I look out into the garden of how much life there is out there. And in the 

herbaceous borders the other day we did quite a lot of cutting out spent flowers that are now 

past. But I know that very soon there will be an absolute profusion of new and vigorous 

growth which will give us great joy. 

 

Please know the spirit of God is at work amongst us, that both healing and new life for 

everyone concerned are possible. We are in the thoughts and the prayers of many who know 

us, and the shoots and tips of tender but robust new growth are there. 

 

With every blessing 

 

Rachel 

 

 

News about Dr Linda Dunbar 
 

The following statement was received from the Principal Clerk of the General Assembly of 

the Church of Scotland and was read out in all three linkage churches on Sunday 13 August 

2017. The statement is given in full, unedited. 

 

On Friday the 11th of August the Presbyterial Commission concluded its hearing of the 

disciplinary proceedings against Rev Dr Linda Dunbar. 

 

 The Commission unanimously found the disciplinary charges against Dr Dunbar to have 

been established. The censure imposed was the removal of her status as a minister, effective 

from Friday. 



 

Once the written decision has been issued to Dr Dunbar she will have the right to appeal 

against the decision or the severity of the censure. This process may take several weeks and 

the final outcome will not be known until it is completed. 

 

In the meantime the congregations remain in the care of Presbytery and Dr Dunbar continues 

to receive pastoral support. 

 

No more is known with certainty at present. Readers will be informed of subsequent 

developments when reliable information is available. 

 

 

 

Murray’s moderatorial induction 
 

Session Clerk Murray Campbell has been appointed Moderator of Melrose and Peebles 

Presbytery, 2017-18. He will be inducted at a Presbytery meeting in Carlops Church on 

Tuesday 5 September 2017. The meeting will be preceded at 7pm by a service, led by Murray, 

during which Rev Rachel Dobie will celebrate communion. 

 

Carlops congregation will host tea for our visitors between the service and the business 

meeting; tea will be served in Carlops Village Centre. Everyone is invited to attend all or any 

of the service, tea, and business meeting. Note 7pm (prompt please!) start. If you could help 

with tea, please speak to Mary McElroy. 

 

 

 

Harvest 2017 
 

Our 2017 Harvest thanksgiving service is on Sunday 1 October, at 10am. We will decorate the 

church on Friday 29 September. Fittingly, the harvest service this year will be led by the Eco 

Group. We invite you to join us in the service and in all our 2017 harvest celebrations …  

 

Saturday 30 September, 9.30am-12noon: Coffee drop-in 

Sunday 1 October, 3pm: Voice and harp concert 

Monday 2 October, 7.30pm: Esk & Tweed Eco-network 

 

 

 

Soup lunches start again 
 

As autumn approaches, the Carlops tradition of soup lunches returns. The first soup lunch of 

the 2017-18 season is on Wednesday 27 September, 12noon-1.30pm. Come and enjoy good 

food, good company and good chat. No charge for lunch, but a charitable donation is invited. 

 

 



Columns Please! 
 

I get more comment about the Column than the rest of the Newsletter put together. Not sure if 

that says most about the Column, the Newsletter, or the readership. 

 

Occasionally, I appeal for Columns. Often, the result is a flood. But the pieces received in 

response to the last appeal have all been published, hence so much stuff from my failing 

imagination; and a now empty editorial drawer. 

 

Help, please. Old writers most welcome; new ones even more so. You all know what’s 

needed. Scratch your head. Chew your pencil. Bash your keyboard. But please write! 

 

Rennie McElroy Editor 

 

 

Red Cross coffee morning 
 

A coffee morning in support of the British Red Cross will be held on Saturday 7 October; 

from 10.30am, Graham Institute, West Linton. Contact, Fay Young 

 

 

From a novice commissioner: Part II 

 

The General Assembly’s six-day programme covered local, national and international issues: 

from social care services delivered by Crossreach, to the commercial work of publishing Life 

& Work and hymnaries; from the Church & Society Council’s championing of social justice, 

to the Housing and Loan Fund; from the Guild, to the National Youth Assembly, to the 

Investor’s Trust.  

 

The Ministries Council is responsible for recruitment, training and support of ministries and 

for ensuring their planning and resourcing with Presbyteries and others. Their report offers 

insights and challenges for us in parishes and Presbyteries.  It considers: 

 

• the developing role, responsibilities and practice of ministry; 

• new models of deploying ministers and others across groups of parishes; 

• the definition of priority areas and their demands; 

• the support required by practitioners in the field. 

 

The Theological Forum contributed An Approach to the Theology of Same-Sex Marriage to 

the Church’s debate of this topic. It proposed the idea of constrained difference, positing that 

the Church could tolerate a degree of disagreement within itself, while still upholding core 

doctrines. It proposed that any minister’s conscientious refusal to conduct same-sex marriages 

should be protected. The report provoked a broad, intellectually thorough and sincere debate 

which media did not report evenly. Constrained difference appealed more to those inclined to 

support change than to those who felt unready for it. The latter were sceptical about the long-

term viability of protection for conscientious refusal; citing developments elsewhere, they 

noted that once any practice is adopted, everyone is put under pressure to comply. Ultimately, 



Assembly voted that the Legal Questions Committee should identify issues which should be 

addressed in any new regulations permitting Ministers and Deacons to officiate at same-sex 

marriages. The Committee will report to the 2018 General Assembly. 

 

The World Mission Council and the Church & Society Council are responsible for the 

Church’s national and international work on social justice, community care, and access to 

education and life-enhancing support services. In Carlops-speak, outreach and pastoral care: 

soup lunch, care for neighbours, links with local bodies. Their reports use worship-focused 

jargon, but dig down (or, like novice commissioners, listen for five days!) to find a wealth of 

practical work, in Scotland and overseas: Crossreach care services in Scotland for the 

homeless, for people abusing drugs and alcohol, for those with mental health issues, or 

learning disabilities; legal support for women and children in Malawi to counter domestic 

abuse, FGM and human trafficking; improving the standing of women in Zambia, generating 

higher enrolment in education and more uptake of medical care in place of tradition and 

superstition. 

 

These reports can teach us much as we go about parish work and deserve active consideration; 

I suggest you visit them at www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/general_assembly_2017 

They’re a better read than you might expect! And Assembly was more engaging, forward-

looking and practical than I had anticipated. 

 

The third and final article in this series will appear in next month’s Newsletter. It will consider 

what we in Carlops Church might do to communicate Church of Scotland, Assembly and 

Presbytery policy, business and activity better within our community and also, what we could 

and should do by way of response to it. 

 

Mary McElroy 

 

 

Fresh Start update 

 

Mark Robertson, Fresh Start volunteer co-ordinator, sent me this paragraph …  

 

Just want to say thank you for painting my flat. You and the volunteers have done a superb 

job.  From Jean.  

 

Recently, we helped “Jean”, painting her flat and providing Starter Packs. She became 

homeless in 2016 and lived in temporary accommodation prior to her new tenancy. She 

suffers from severe anxiety and thought she would be unable to participate with our painting 

squad, but by day two, thanks to our volunteers’ kind natures, she was confident enough to 

lend a hand. We hope that she will now be motivated to decorate the rest of her home.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. And now the usual appeal: currently, we particularly 

need small electrical items eg, hand blenders, kettles, lamps, radios, toasters. 

 

Gill Gold 

 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/general_assembly_2017


The Column 

Bet the company – in Latin! 
 

“It’s time to bet the company” the Americans say, when they are faced with a big decision. In 

the UK, we are less ambitious – we just “put our shirt on it”. Sometimes, we are cautious and 

don’t go that far. But is that caution wise and prudent? Or just weak and indecisive? Think. 

How often have you bet the company and not got it right? Or in UK-speak, have you ever 

actually lost your last shirt (top, blouse, whatever)? Big decisions can focus the mind more 

sharply and make the right choice clearer. 

 

Once upon a time, in a Latin test at school, I was set a previously unseen passage of Virgil to 

translate into English. I hadn’t a clue; I knew what most of the words meant, but how they 

fitted together? No. But needs must; if I handed in a blank sheet, it would be 0/20; and worse 

in the talking-to afterwards. So, I bet the company. I jotted down the meaning of all the words 

I knew, in the order they appeared in the Latin. Then I composed what Virgil would have 

written with these words, if he’d had half the imagination I’ve got! Fire, smoke, prancing 

steeds, chariots, gleaming bronze, spurting gore, heroes both dead and victorious. A week 

later, we got our papers back. My Latin teacher, thirty years in our school, ultra-wise in the 

ways of schoolboys, much liked and respected, gave the merest shake of the head and hint of 

a smile as he gave me mine. My would-be Virgilian epic was smothered in red ink: crosses, 

scorings-out, four “No!!”s, and just one tick. But at the end, a message I’ve never forgotten, 

always been grateful for: “Evidently, one of your purple passages, Rennie. Unfortunately for 

you, not one of Virgil’s.” Then the mark, written like an equation: 2/20 + 8. And a note to 

explain it: “Two for translation, but a pass for imagination and the nerve to use it.” 

 

My point? Bet the company! If you have a decision to make, believe in yourself; make a 

commitment; decide something. If you do nothing, you can’t even get it wrong.  

 

Rennie McElroy 

 

 

Future events in the church 

 

Presbytery meeting, Murray’s induction, and tea Tuesday 5 September 2017, 7pm (see 

article in this issue) 

Kirk Session Tuesday 19 September 2017, 7.30pm 

Children’s workshop Saturday 23 September 2017, 2-4pm 

Soup lunch Wednesday 27 September 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

Songs and airs for voice and harp Concert by Anne Lewis and Bill Taylor, Sunday 1 

October 2017, 3pm 

Waste management Talk by Alasdair McKenzie, Monday 2 October 2017, 7.30pm (Esk & 

Tweed Eco-network meeting) 

Can you hear me at the back? Talk by Claire Thomas, Friday 6 October 2017, 8pm 

General Kirk Session Saturday 21 October 2017, 10am 

Soup lunch Wednesday 25 October 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

La petite trotte a Leon; ultra-distance running in the Alps Talk by Jason Hubert, Friday 3 

November 2017, 8pm 



Man soup lunch Wed 22 November 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

Kirk Session Tuesday 28 November 2017, 7.30pm  

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 18 September 2017 please 

 

 

End 

 

mailto:info@carlopschurch.org



