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30 April 10am    Rev Rachel Dobie  

7 May 10am    Rev Barry Hughes Communion 

7 May 6pm    Prof Murray Campbell 

14 May 10am    Mrs Mary McElroy 

21 May 10am    Rev Chris Levison Baptism 

28 May 10am    Miss Sheena Livingstone 



From Rachel Dobie 
 

Dear Friends 

 

My late father-in-law, of whom I was very fond, had several endearing approaches to his later 

life. One related to whether or not he would engage with some project or idea which was 

confronting him. If he didn't want to tackle it he would say that we simply “couldn't expect a 

man of his age to embark on anything like that”. If it was something he fancied doing, he 

would get going with great gusto, saying “how remarkable it was that a man of his great age 

was able to manage to carry out something of this nature”. It was the perfect way of 

controlling what he did and didn't enjoy. We learned to accept it. 

 

When we think of what faced the disciples after the resurrection and particularly after the 

ascension, one can imagine a few comments like Dad's to the effect that small group of 

ordinary men from Galilee couldn't possibly be expected to carry out the continuation of 

Jesus' ministry that he clearly asked of them. Their only theological training was done on-the-

job with Jesus. They had no obvious leadership skills. There were no lessons in what would 

be called “Ministerial Formation” by those who train today's clergy. Yet within a very short 

time they were like men transformed, finding themselves in all sorts of situations, taking on a 

variety of new initiatives, speaking in Jesus' name with enormous confidence and assurance. 

Oh, sometimes they got things wrong and had fall-outs but … they persevered. 

 

We have come to a point in the parishes here when we cannot just mark time and keep things 

going, but must also move forward. As we do we may meet some challenges we might prefer 

not to take up. If we approach these prayerfully, confident as the disciples were of the Spirit at 

work in us, we may be surprised at what is possible. I am certain that there is much that can 

be done.  The three parishes are very different from one another, but you have this in 

common. Each needs to hear the good news that Christ is alive and at work in his Church. We 

know the place and the people. We will be led to do what is asked of us. 

 

With every blessing 

 

Rachel 

 

 

Patio-garden: a celebration & a nudge 

 

Carlops patio-garden has been awarded its first grant, a generous £5,000 from the Orcome 

Trust; 20-25% of estimated total cost. Other grant decisions are pending; we wait with hopes 

high and fingers crossed!  

 

Now the nudge. You were invited to a community supper in aid of the project on Friday 19 

May 2017. Supper is free, but to help catering, you need to tell us if you plan to attend. Don’t 

think: “They’ll know I’ll be there; I won’t bother replying.” We won’t assume attendance if 

you don’t reply. Please send the form to Mary McElroy by 12 May latest. Or phone or email 

her; details on back page. 

 



 

Baddinsgill Garden Open Day 

 

The garden at Baddinsgill will be open on Sunday 21 May 2017, 2-5pm. Entrance £4; 

children free; partial wheel-chair access; dogs welcome! 

 

1,000 feet above sea-level, Baddinsgill is a wonderfully varied, mature garden with woodland 

walks, bluebells, azaleas and rhododendrons (if the weather behaves!). The energetic can 

explore further, up to Baddinsgill Reservoir and the surrounding Pentlands. Recuperate with 

afternoon teas and home-baking, and a children’s treasure hunt. 

 

All profits to SIMBA (SImpson’s Memory Box Appeal), a Scottish-based charity supporting 

parents whose child dies, or is still-born; visit www.simbacharity.org.uk. All welcome, a 

lovely venue, and a cause worthy of support. 

 

 

Newlands 700 celebration 
 

As part of their 700 celebrations, Kirkurd & Newlands Church is holding a picnic at 

Newlands Old Church and glebe; on Sunday 4 June 2017 at 4pm.  There will be suitably 

medieval music and games for children. Bring a picnic, and a rug or deckchairs; all welcome. 

We hope for sunshine!  Details from Jean Howat, tel 01968 660 677. 

 

 

Christian aid week; reminder 
 

A reminder that Christian Aid week is imminent. Our linkage raised nearly £4,000 in 2016. 

Let’s try to beat that, or at least, match it. Put these dates in your diary. 

 

Coffee morning Saturday 13 May, 10am, Graham Institute, West Linton. Quality raffle, stalls 

for home baking, Fairtrade produce and bedding plants 

Christian Aid service Sunday 14 May, 11.15am, St. Andrew’s Church, West Linton 

Door-to-door collection 14-20 May, throughout the linkage by our team of volunteers. 

 

Robert Higgins, CA Chair, tel 01968 660 629 

 

 

General Kirk Session 

Thursday 27 April 2017, at Newlands Church 
 

Rev Margaret Steele and Rev Victoria Linford, Moderator and Clerk respectively of Melrose 

and Peebles Presbytery, attended the meeting to speak and take questions about the situation 

of our minister. They stressed the care, delicacy and thoroughness with which those engaged 

upon it are working. Session expressed thanks for their time and the trouble they took on our 

behalves. 

 



Session received reports from each church on current initiatives. Carlops: the patio-garden 

project. Kirkurd & Newlands: 700 anniversary celebrations (see previous page). St Andrew’s: 

food bank – a cross-linkage group was appointed to review issues and develop proposals. 

 

Session considered what issues might be discussed and hopefully, practice improved in the 

near future. There were identified: children in church; communication within the linkage; and 

working together. It was agreed that each Kirk Session would discuss these and bring 

considered questions and proposals to the next General Kirk Session (13 June 2017) for 

further discussion and potential action. 

 

 

The Column 

Abseiling for the Rock Trust! 
 

The Rock Trust was originally a Scottish churches-based charity, but is now a stand-alone 

organisation whose ongoing mission is to contribute towards the elimination of homelessness 

in Scotland. 

 

Specifically, its focus is on supporting homeless young people between the ages of 16 and 25 

years in Edinburgh and the Lothians, helping them to be housed in decent accommodation – 

surely everyone’s right, if not their expectation. The Trust also provides training in these 

processes right across Scotland. 

 

Those of us who have enjoyed the security of stable home lives probably pause now and then 

to reflect upon what has been our good fortune, but are unable really to conceive of the 

trauma and upset of being, for a whole variety of reasons, ejected from home, or what passes 

for home, and left to fend for oneself. 

 

I have been a supporter of the Rock Trust for the past twenty years and, in the interest of 

trying to raise a bit more towards this unfortunately increasing problem, I am undertaking a 

sponsored abseil off the Forth Bridge. To pre-empt queries – there is only one Forth Bridge; 

that designed by Fowler and Baker, opened in 1890, and with trains running across it! Any 

others are properly Forth Road Bridge, or Queensferry Crossing, or …. 

 

The abseil takes place (weather permitting) off the southern approach viaduct, above South 

Queensferry, on Sunday 21 May 1017. 

 

If anyone would care to sponsor my 50 metre fall from grace (and the bridge) in aid of the 

housing of unfortunate young people who have been subjected to a really rotten start in life, I 

should be very grateful. Sign up on the form on the notice board in church, or send donations 

to Mary McElroy, details on back page. My thanks in advance. 

 

Rae Montgomery 

 

 

 

 



Future events in the church 

 

Kirk Session Tuesday 9 May 2017, 7.30pm  

Community supper for Carlops patio-garden project Friday 19 May 2017, 7.15pm 

St Andrews’s Spring Fair Saturday 20 May 2017, afternoon, in West Linton 

Soup lunch Wednesday 24 May 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

General Kirk Session Tuesday 13 June 2017, 7.30pm  

Kirk Session Tuesday 19 September 2017, 7.30pm 

Soup lunch Wednesday 27 September 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

General Kirk Session Saturday 21 October 2017, 10am 

Soup lunch Wednesday 25 October 2017, 12noon-1.30pm 

La petite trotte a Leon; ultra-distance running in the Alps Talk by Jason Hubert, Friday 3 

November 2017, 8pm 

Man soup lunch! Wednesday 22 November 2017, 12noon-1.30pm  

Kirk Session Tuesday 28 November 2017, 7.30pm  

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 22 M\y 2017 please 

 

 

End 

 

mailto:info@carlopschurch.org

