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Services, March 2017 

 

 

26 February 10am    Rev Rachel Dobie 

5 March 10am    Rev Rachel Dobie Communion 

5 March 6pm    Prof Murray Campbell 

12 March 10am    Rev Barry Hughes 

19 March 10am    Rev Rachel Dobie  

   Stated annual meeting follows 

26 March 10am    Dr Patsy Campbell 



From Rachel Dobie 

Build to last 
 

Dear Friends 

 

Soon after I became minister at Stobo, I was handed a copy of the updated guidebook for the 

church. It contains at the end, a list of all the priests, vicars, and ministers since the erection of 

the building, and it is particularly humbling to find one's name at the foot of an unbroken list 

which begins in 1187. It gave a quite compelling sense of being part of the communion of 

saints of all time, and I often looked out at the congregation and had a sense of the same 

figures and faces, but wearing medieval, or Jacobean, or Victorian clothing as they 

worshipped.  

 

This year Newlands is celebrating 700 years of a church in that place and several exciting 

events have been planned. The nearby ruin of the previous building looks slightly sad at 

present, with only ash saplings gathered round to listen where the pulpit would have stood. 

But it is a reminder that however attached we may be to our church buildings, some of which 

are very fine, and while they are one visible sign of the presence of God in a community, they 

are merely the surroundings which shelter us when we gather together for worship. How 

much more precious are the living breathing stones which make up the community which is 

the real Church, body of Christ in that parish or setting. In the same way, I never see disused 

or converted churches as distressing, because they are merely the discarded shell of a living 

organism which has moved on. What really matters are the beauty, the strength, the 

inspiration, the strong sense of community and the ability to function well which we are able 

to build into the congregation which is the living Church of today. 

 

With every blessing 

 

Rachel 

 

 

From the Kirk Session 

Tuesday 21 February 2017 

 

The report from the local church review that Presbytery undertook last spring has been 

received and provides the visitors’ view of the state of the linkage congregations. It notes that 

discussions with Carlops’ representatives were positive and energetic. Some find the report’s 

authors’ choice of what to highlight and what to omit, puzzling. 

 

Mary McElroy presented a draft report and accounts for 2016. They show a small surplus and 

an encouraging increase in donations, following last year’s suggestion that people review 

levels of giving to address potential funding shortfalls. Session noted with satisfaction that 

Carlops now fully funds its ministry costs. 

 

Rennie McElroy reported on the Carlops patio-garden project being pursued with Carlops 

Village Centre. The illustrated leaflet distributed recently provides a full update. Session noted 



that the church will benefit from the project, which will upgrade its disabled access facility. 

Community fund-raising will centre around a community supper in May. Session agreed to 

make £1,000 available to the project fund. This money will be drawn from income earned by 

the sale of greetings cards, etc; church reserves and funds donated through the offering will 

not normally be used for the project. 

 

The Presbytery panel examining the complaint concerning our minister is still at work and has 

received an extension of time to deliver conclusions and any recommendation. 

 

Services and other arrangements for celebrating Easter were agreed and are listed elsewhere 

in this issue. 

 

Alun Morton-Lloyd was thanked for his thorough review of the church website. The revised 

version is now live at www.carlopschurch.org. There are no strategic changes, but 

improvements to news provision, the publication of Carlops Church policy documents, and 

more options for site users to contact the church in confidence. 

 

 

Easter 2017 

 

As usual, there will be a range of activities to celebrate Easter. Advance notice below; final 

information in next month’s Newsletter. As ever, all welcome at all events.  

 

Palm Sunday, 9 April, 11am: Walk of witness from West Linton Health Centre to St Andrew’s 

Church 

Maundy Thursday, 12 April, 7pm: Seder meal; Kirkurd & Newlands or St Andrew’s (to be 

decided) 

Good Friday, 13 April, 8pm: Tenebrae service, Carlops Church 

Easter Sunday, 16 April, 9am: Easter breakfast, Carlops Hall 

Easter Sunday, 16 April, 10am: Easter service, Carlops Church 

 

 

Congregational lunch 

Sunday 19 March 2017, Allan Ramsay Hotel 
 

Come to our congregational lunch in the Allan Ramsay Hotel on Sunday 19 March 2017, after 

the congregational meeting. Not too formal, but typical Carlops camaraderie: a meal and a 

chat with friends. Sample menu to view in the church; cost £18. To help planning, please tell 

us if you might attend. Sign the sheet or talk to Mary McElroy. 

 

 

Litter-pick 

 

Take part in the Eco Group’s litter-pick in and around Carlops on Saturday 11 March 2017. 

Come to the church at 10am and you will be given an area to clean, and the equipment you 

need. Coffee and baking will be available in the church throughout. 



 

 

Earth hour 2017 

 

Celebrate earth hour in the church on Saturday 25 March 2017, 8-9pm. A quiet, candle-lit 

vigil, with poetry and prose readings. Everyone is invited to bring a piece to read, but 

performing in public is not obligatory! 

 

 

Newlands’ 700th anniversary 

 

The first record of a church at Newlands dates from 1317. As part of our 700th anniversary 

celebrations, former Moderator, the Very Rev Dr Angus Morrison will lead worship in 

Newlands Church on Sunday 26 March 2017, 10am.  All are welcome. 

 

Jean Howat 

 

 

Church cleaning 

 

Thank you to everyone who sponsored church cleaning in 2016. And thanks to Susan Gracie 

who works two hours each month to keep the building fresh and pleasant for us. 

 

We would like to continue to cover our cleaning costs by sponsorship without using other 

church funds. All willing to sponsor cleaning please contact Mary McElroy. We would be 

grateful if sponsorship money could be paid by 31 March 2017. Donations may be gift-aided. 

 

Thank you to past sponsors and to those prepared to sign up for the year ahead. 

 

Nan Buchan, Patsy Campbell, Hilary Watt 

 

 

Fresh Start update 

 

Stewart Ferguson of Fresh Start gave me this extract from a letter that he received; I think 

Carlops people will like to read it. 

  

"What I received was a great help it would probably took [sic] me almost 4 years to be as 

comfortable as I am at this time of my tenancy with the council. Thank you profusely for the 

thoughts and work put in by the volunteers whom helped me to be enjoying my home life to 

the standard I have at present." 

 

The above is from a man who received Starter Packs from Fresh Start. I can't tell you much 

about him, but when he was in need, you responded. His words say the rest. 

 

Fresh Start are particularly seeking the following for Starter Packs: hand-held blenders, light 



bulbs, table lamps. Please help if you can; it is always appreciated. 

 

Gill Gold 

 

 

The Guild 

 

Next meeting is in the Old Church Hall, West Linton, Wednesday 22 March 2017, 2pm. The 

speaker will talk about “Let’s Stick Together”, a charity project the Guild is currently 

supporting. It aims to help new parents stay together in the first years of parenthood. All 

welcome. 

 

Margaret Habeshaw 

 

 

The Column 

A spectrum of spirituality 

 

Spirituality today may seem caught between two extremes. One celebrating secularism, where 

religious dogmas no longer oppress rational thinkers trying to eliminate superstition; seeing 

life as merely an accident of evolution and chemistry. The other lamenting the drift from 

religion to materialism; mourning the break-up of family, society and morality; urging a return 

to God via a literal interpretation of scripture. 

 

Most people however, are at neither extreme, but on a spectrum between rational secularism 

and fundamentalist religion. It is said that there are few atheists in the trenches, in a storm at 

sea, or at the bedside or burial of a loved one. But many struggle to value religion when faced 

with past cruelties perpetrated in its name, the troubled history of Northern Ireland and the 

Middle East, or terrorist attacks given religious labels, and the often clumsy response of 

politicians and states. 

 

Research reveals several contemporaneous but contradictory trends. A decline in church-

going, yet an increase in people’s willingness to discuss spiritual things. New support for the 

right of small faith groups and other minorities to be respected and heard alongside larger, 

established groups. Growing acceptance of humanism (witness the increase in secular 

weddings and funerals), balanced by interest in spiritual exercises like yoga and meditation, 

and in a broad spirituality not readily defined. 

 

Many hover between old religious certainties and an apparently opposing rationality. They 

have values and beliefs, but find it hard to say where they belong. Nick Thorpe, writing about 

the variety of lifestyles and beliefs he met in his travel tale Adrift in Caledonia: boat hitching 

for the unenlightened (2006), expresses a not untypical position rather well. 

 

Spirituality is a slippery word these days, involving anything from monasticism to wind 

chimes, but I've never been able to resist a little tinkering under the bonnet of the soul. No 

longer convinced by the religious absolutes of my childhood, I nevertheless hankered after 

something to replace them, a workable credo with which to engage life. 



 

Spirituality in its broad, inclusive sense can provide such a credo, acknowledging 

humankind’s innate need for meaning, expression and self-worth. Spiritual care from a 

sensitive listener can support people via compassionate relationships and help them move in 

whatever direction need requires. 

 

Chris Levison 

 

 

Future events in the church 

 

Calton Hill and the anatomy of Edinburgh’s volcano Talk by Andrew McMillan Friday 3 

March 2017 8pm 

Litter pick Saturday 11 March 2017, 10am 

Congregational meeting Sunday 19 March 2017, 11am 

Soup lunch Wednesday 22 March 2017 12noon-1.30pm 

Earth hour celebration Saturday 25 March 2017, 8pm 

Easter breakfast Sunday 16 April 2017 9am 

General Kirk Session Monday 24 April 2017, 7.30pm at Newlands Church 

Climate change Talk by David Bethune (Esk & Tweed Eco Group meeting) Monday 24 April 

2017, 7.30pm Peebles Old Church 

Soup lunch Wednesday 26 April 2017 12noon-1.30pm 

Community supper for Carlops patio-garden project Friday 19 May 2017 

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 20 March 2017 please 

 

 

End 

 

mailto:info@carlopschurch.org

