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29 January 10am     Miss Sheena Livingstone 

5 February 10am    Rev Rachel Dobie 

5 February 6pm    Rev Chris Levison Communion 

12 February 10am    Prof Murray Campbell 

19 February 10am    Mrs Mary McElroy 

26 February 10am    Rev Rachel Dobie 



From Rachel Dobie 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Like many of us, I suspect, I am less fond of the greyness and coldness of some of our winter 

days.  They sometimes seem to drag on and I long for more sunlight and warmth. One of the 

things which always gives me encouragement has just appeared in the grass beside our front 

door. It's a little clump of snowdrops brought to us by a friend some years ago. As they push 

their way through the sometimes frozen surface with dogged determination, they seem to say 

"We're here! We're here! Cheer up!" And it is cheering. They just seem like one of nature's 

miracles. They succeed, you might think, against all likelihood. Their secret is that, like some 

other winter bulbs, they have something similar to antifreeze in their structure and it makes 

them hardy enough to survive and bloom through the hardest of times. 

 

Even without something like Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD) it is easy to be cast down at 

a time like this. It is easy to be discouraged and feel that the way forward might just be 

difficult. We don't have anti-freeze in our veins, but we do, as Christians, have Jesus' promise 

of the Holy Spirit present always in our lives. One of the roles of the Spirit is to strengthen 

and encourage and inspire. 

 

In one sense, New Year is a splendid time to start afresh with a clean page, though being 

realistic, I wonder how many of our resolutions have already bitten the dust! Moving on as 

congregations will not necessarily be as simple as we would wish. Pages might get spoiled 

and we may well feel at times as if we are pushing through frozen earth. But winter does not 

last for ever. The sun rises higher. The earth warms up. There is hope, and growth and 

development are possible again.  Paul mentions many human qualities in Colossians 3 and in 

3:14, adds "… clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together".   

 

Peace be with you, Rachel 

 

 

Interim Moderator 
 

We would like to take this opportunity of thanking the Rev Rachel Dobie for all that she has 

done as Interim Moderator over the past two months and also for her continued support. We 

are enormously grateful to her for the many services she has taken over Christmas and in 

January and for the way she has supported the congregations and communities across the 

three churches in our linkage. 

 

We are all very much aware that it is a difficult time for everyone during this period. We do 

hope to have news from Presbytery very soon about the temporary suspension of our minister, 

Linda Dunbar, and will communicate this to you as soon as this is possible. 

 

Murray Campbell, Jean Howat, Tony Hoskins 

Linkage Session Clerks  

 

 



Congregational lunch 

Sunday 19 March 2017, Allan Ramsay Hotel 
 

Carlops’ 2017 Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday 19 March 2017, roughly from 

11am to 12noon. 

 

It is proposed that we adjourn to the Allan Ramsay Hotel afterwards for a congregational 

lunch. Nothing formal, but typical Carlops camaraderie: a good meal and a good chat with 

good friends. 

 

To help planning, please tell us if you might attend. Sign up on the form on the notice board in 

the church, or speak to Mary McElroy. Cost about £15; sample menu later. 

 

 

 

Not guilty, m’lud 
 

You may, like me, have received through the letterbox a slip of paper announcing Talks from 

the Bible in Carlops Village Centre on Sunday evenings. To respond to queries received and 

for the avoidance of doubt, this is not an initiative of Carlops Church. Anyone know more? 

 

 

 

Church-hall landscaping 

Fund-raising supper, Friday 19 May 2017 
 

The project to landscape ground space between the church and the hall is at its nitty-gritty 

stage. We have a design, the approvals we need and planning permission. Grant applications 

are being submitted; decisions by May 2017. 

 

We also need your money and will invite you to a “free” supper in the hall on Friday 19 May 

2017 to solicit it. An illustrated leaflet about the project will be distributed in February. Read 

well and dig deep – it’s worth it! 

 

 

 

“The Column” needs your help 
 

Readers, you will have noticed that several “Columns” have been signed by the Editor 

recently. And you will know from experience what that means. The editorial drawer is empty. 

Step forward please, budding authors; step forward all with a tale to tell; step forward anyone 

willing to help this hapless hack. I need copy. Please! Someone? Anyone? 

 

Rennie McElroy Editor  

 

 



Zomba update 
 

Rev Bob Milne will give a talk to Newlands Guild on Wednesday 22 February 2017, 7.30pm, 

in Newlands Church. He will relate his experiences of the Presbytery-organised youth visit to 

Zomba in Malawi, last July. The purpose of the trip was to meet young people in our linked 

Presbytery of Zomba; the Scottish visitors were involved in several projects involving 

children and young people in need of support, including a feeding programme. Bob hopes he 

may be accompanied by one of the young people from our Presbytery who went on the visit 

with him.  We extend a warm welcome to the meeting to everyone; we hope that many of you 

will be able to attend.  

 

Margaret Habeshaw 

 

The Column 

The genie in the kirkyard. A moral tale 
 

Once upon a time, in a kirkyard somewhere in Scotland, a minister was strolling with his 

Session Clerk and Church Officer after Sunday service. They were talking about the work that 

had to be done in the week ahead. 

 

The Church Officer noticed what appeared to be an old metal jug at the side of the path; he 

picked it up and rubbed it on his sleeve, so that he could see it better. Whoosh! A genie 

appeared out of the jug and said that he could grant each of them one wish. 

 

“I found it, so me first” said the Church Officer. “I’d like a month in the West Indies: sandy 

beaches, sunshine, warm seas, waving palms, pina coladas.” The genie snapped his fingers – 

and the Church Officer was gone! 

 

“Me next” said the Session Clerk. “Tour of Australia and New Zealand please: first class 

flights, five star hotels, visits to the best vineyards, tickets for the All Blacks’ games.” Another 

snap of the fingers – he was gone too! 

 

So now, it was the minister’s turn. At first, he wondered if he should really do this. A man of 

the cloth, after all – and black magic? But then, he remembered all the work that had to be 

done in the next week, so he turned to the genie and said “That pair – both of them – back 

here – now!”   

 

Why do I relate this story? Well, not because there’s a minister in it; or even a session clerk. 

But because the moral of the tale is: always let the boss have the first say!  

 

And that’s not just about submission to authority. There are two other good reasons. First, it’s 

courteous and politic; it flatters his amour propre, makes him feel good about himself – and 

you. Second, and more important, it means that you then have a better chance of having the 

last word – and winning the game! So, doing the right thing, is also the right thing to do! 

Devious? Me? 

 

Rennie McElroy 



 

Future events in the church 

 

Healthcare chaplaincy Talk by Rev Chris Levison Friday 3 February 2017 8pm 

Kirk Session Tuesday 21 February 2017, 7.30pm 

Soup lunch Wednesday 22 February 2017 12noon-1.30pm 

Calton Hill and the anatomy of Edinburgh’s volcano Talk by Andrew McMillan Friday 3 

March 2017 8pm 

Congregational meeting Sunday 19 March 2017, 11am 

Soup lunch Wednesday 22 March 2017 12noon-1.30pm 

Easter breakfast Sunday 16 April 2017 9am 

Climate change Talk by David Bethune (Esk & Tweed Eco Group meeting) Monday 24 April 

2017, 7.30pm Peebles Old Church 

Soup lunch Wednesday 26 April 2017 12noon-1.30pm 

Community supper fund-raiser for church-hall landscape project Friday 19 Friday 19 May 

2017 7pm 

 

 

Material for next issue 

 

To info@carlopschurch.org by Monday 20 February 2017 please 

 

 

End 

 

mailto:info@carlopschurch.org

